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Introduction

Prior research suggests that there may be racial differences in drinking behaviors and outcomes. For example, individuals who identify as White are more likely to report heavier drinking
behaviors and experience greater alcohol-related consequences than those who identify as Black or African American (Banks & Zapolski, 2017; Gardner et al., 2020). Conversely, few
studies have examined why these differences exist, namely, how race may play a role in alcohol expectancies and drinking motives, both of which have been found to be robust predictors
of alcohol use and alcohol problems in college students (Kuntsche, 2005; 2017; Merrill et al., 2014).

The present study explored how race moderates the relationships between alcohol expectancies and drinking motives when predicting alcohol outcomes and alcohol-related
consequences In young adults. It was hypothesized there would be a difference in moderation across racial groups, such that White participants would report greater associations between
positive expectancies and enhancement motives and Black participants would report greater associations between negative expectancies and coping motives.
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