2
How it All Began





How it All Began: Narrative Essay

                                                                                   Asia Hobson
Old Dominion University
IDS 493: Electronic Portfolio Project
Professor Carin E Andrews
6 September 2024














Attract
	It’s sometimes necessary to reflect on your journey and wonder how you got there. I sometimes get so caught up in the present moment and all that chaos it brings that I forget how far I’ve come. From living in Jackson, Tennessee with little resources and low possibilities for school to moving to Virginia and becoming the person my family is proud of. From changing my whole career path to being the person people come to about theirs “If you really look closely, most overnight successes took a long time.” – Steve Jobs. This is a quote that I live by every day. In this paper I will discuss how I became interested in cybersecurity and decided to pursue a career in it. I will accomplish this by explaining my past, issues encountered and how I overcome them, my high school experience, my college adventure, my internship, and the present day.










   Background
To begin, I want to provide some background. I am from Jackson, Tennessee, and I moved to Virginia with my aunt and uncle in 2017. Jackson, Tennessee is a tiny town with a predominance of Caucasians and African Americans. I wasn’t educated about different cultures and people and had no idea I was living in a tiny bubble. There were minimal to no educational opportunities. I had no intentions for a career because there were so few jobs available. If any, the well-paying jobs were either in hospitals or factories. My parents suffered from mental problems, so I never saw them work. Therefore, there was no legacy or sense of working. I realized I needed to change the generational cycle for my family. That is where my sister and I came up with the idea of spending the summer with my aunt and uncle in Virginia, and it became reality. We were exposed to the world and experienced what living looked like. We toured Washington, DC., went to many museums that were highly educational, and were exposed to diverse cultures. We fell in love with Virginia and wanted to stay; my aunt and uncle suggested we stay permanently on one condition: to receive an education and go to college, which my parents agreed to for my family. Enough of the sad stuff, this is where the journey begins.






High School
The question now is, how was I introduced to cybersecurity? After finishing my first year in Virginia and my final year of middle school, it was time to determine which specialist program I wanted to attend in high school. The county I lived in (Prince William County) has specialty programs, which differ from school to school. This list included cybersecurity, information technology, biotechnology, nursing, ROTC, electrical engineering, welding? and fine arts. My career choice was nursing because I wanted to help individuals with mental illnesses, but it was only open to rising seniors. IN my mind, I’d just pick something for now and do nursing when it became available. My second option was cybersecurity. I had no knowledge of cybersecurity, but the name attracted my interest. I applied for the program and got accepted.
The first year of the program was most certainly the best for me. I was exposed to information technology, which I found difficult to pronounce. I researched computers and their operation, including the CPU, motherboard, RAM/ROM, LAN/WAN, and so forth. I was exposed to HTML, which is used for web development. I learned how to type properly as a computer, and I type a respectable number of words per minute without looking at the keyboard. I learned how to thoroughly create an Excel spreadsheet. I was also forced to join FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) but it was for my own benefit. FBLA was a club that promoted professionalism. Schools throughout the country participated in a variety of areas, ranging from business concepts to IT. I’m glad I joined; I learned professional skills and encountered people who were much more accomplished than me, which inspired me.
 In my second and third years, I took programming classes and learned Python and Scratch. I’m not a huge fan of them, and I honestly despise both. I worked as hard as I could to stay up, but in the end, I really did what I needed to pass the class. I will add that the few concepts I did understand came in handy when I took my Python class last semester. I won’t touch Scratch again because I don’t consider it serious programming. This is when my mind took over, and I was completely over cybersecurity before even getting to the real class. I assumed cybersecurity required a lot oof coding, which I lacked. I applied to the nursing program around the conclusion of my junior year. I found out in the summer that I did not make the cut, therefore I was stuck completing the cybersecurity program my senior year.
Senior year arrived, and it was time to work everything out and apply to college. Of course, I was still intent on being a nurse, so I applied to all the nursing schools. I had also officially started my cybersecurity class, which I thoroughly enjoyed. I felt like I was getting into real-world issues. I studied ethical hacking and many types of hackers. I learned a different coding language called Visual Basics and really enjoyed it. I was able to go into Virginia Cyber Range, which was cloud-based infrastructure that provides students with virtual environments for genuine, hands-on cybersecurity labs and exercises. In there, I learnt Linux commands that I never imagined I’d use in college. I was able to disassemble and reassemble a PC. I got to practice hacking into a home ring camera. I completed more web design basics (HTML). Overall, I learned skills that I continue to use today, and I fell in love with cybersecurity from the start. By the end of my senior year, I had altered all the schools I applied to, including Old Dominion University’s School of Cybersecurity. That is where I currently attend. 





College
I am presently a junior in college at Old Dominion University. I have a wealth of knowledge under my belt. During my time at ODU, I have joined multiple organizations, including the Cyber Security Student Association, NSBE, WIN, and Women in Cybersecurity, and I am serving as an officer in two of them. I also engaged in programs that helped me better grasp cyber hygiene. With the classes I’ve done, I’d say I’m proficient at Linux. I have a thorough understanding of cyber policy and its context. After college, I am seeking to work in the government as a cyber analyst. I created a network here and was able to acquire an internship this past summer through a WIN mentorship program. I interned remotely with Sentara Health’s access management team. I learnt how to use Azure Active Directory (AAD) to perform user provisioning, de-provisioning, and access management operations based on established policies and procedures. I troubleshooted and resolved access-related issues while giving help to end users and stakeholders. I intend to be engaged and advance in the sector to improve our online safety.
My journey from Jackson, Tennessee to Old Dominion University has been one of remarkable transformation and growth. Moving to Virginia opened my eyes to a world of diverse opportunities and educational advancements that were previously beyond my reach. Despite initial uncertainty and a lack of interest in cybersecurity, my experiences in high school ignited a genuine passion for the field. The hands-on learning and exposure to real-world scenarios during my senior year solidified my commitment to cybersecurity. 

Conclusions
As a junior at ODU, I have immersed myself in the cybersecurity community through various organizations and internships, honing my skills and expanding my knowledge. My work with Sentara Health has provided invaluable practical experience, preparing me for a future as a cyber analyst with a focus on enhancing online safety. Looking ahead, I am eager to continue advancing in the cybersecurity sector, driven by a desire to have a meaningful impact on digital security. My journey has not only shaped my career aspirations but also redefined my perspective on what is possible, proving that with determination and the right opportunities, one can overcome limitations and forge a path to success.
