  	My overall experience in this class was productive in learning about program development. I came into this class with little knowledge about program development and evaluations. I didn’t understand how in-depth and valuable an evaluation can be. Having Professor Simmons explain each upcoming assignment in our connect meetings helped me to understand what was expected without being overwhelmed by pages of directions. Having our assignments given back to us and making corrections has also helped me learn how to take my time and check my work so that I am producing quality work. Working closely with my peers during our forums that required peer reviews has been one of the biggest contributions to my success in this class. The ability to have another person working on the same type of task helps to point out any inconsistencies or confusing points in my work.
  	During this evaluation process, I felt that I struggled with developing a solid evaluation question. My agency serves a wide range of medical and mental health diagnoses and narrowing down what I was trying to evaluate became difficult. Once I narrowed my question, I developed a better understanding of what aspects my evaluation should address. I learn best when I am performing the required task and performing the evaluation was where I learned to use the skills I had previously read about, which had previous been confusing at times. Discussing the evaluation process and what I was there to do helped me build a rapport with the EFMP stakeholders. A relationship that has since helped me with my own child who is enrolled. Having the stakeholders understand that you’re knowledgeable and will conduct any research if you have questions, makes it easier to get answers to questions you may have. Performing an evaluation helped me to develop better communication and writing skills. In the past, I have struggled to clearly explain what my intent is but after working with the stakeholders and families, I feel confident that I can explain both basic and in-depth concepts and conversations.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	 During the course, my grades consistently reflected my knowledge base increasing. I asked for clarification when I was confused and felt the follow-up to other student’s questions help to further my understanding. This course has helped clarify how programs should run and how to address any issues a program may have. I have also learned the value of working with the stakeholders and how vital their input is to make successful changes last. At the beginning, I was terrified about preforming a program evaluation and having the tasks build on each other helped to boost my confidence in the final few tasks. My career goals revolve around working with agency that will rely on evaluations for both future and current programs. This class has given me the core building blocks for working in an evaluation capacity. While I have learned a lot in this class, I haven’t been able to apply any of the skills in other classes yet. I think I will once I start my internship over the summer. My attention to detail has increased, my understanding of program development and improved communication skills will help improve my professionalism during my internship this summer.
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