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Speaking Notes
Speaking notes are for a community meeting to discuss whether The Higher Power of Lucky should be moved from the children’s section to the young adult section in the public library.

· A concerned parent has asked for the book, The Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron, to be relocated from the children’s section to the young adult section due to the use of the word “scrotum” on the first page. NoveList K-8 Plus lists The Higher Power of Lucky’s reading level as ages 9-12 (2022) while Scholastic lists reading level for the book as grades 3-6 (2021). A significant window of the reading level for this book is in elementary school (3rd, 4th, and 5th grade), which is contained in the children’s area that also houses a Tween section for children in grades 4-6, while the young adult area is usually considered for grades 6 and up.  
· Merriam Webster defines the word scrotum as “the external pouch that in most mammals contains the testes” (2022), which is the context that The Higher Power of Lucky uses the word without it being sexual, and it is used in a matter-of-fact fashion. The scrotum is a body part like an arm or a leg.  A participant in a study done by Hartsfield and Kimmel, where parents read controversial books, including The Higher Power of Lucky, said, “’I’d rather my child use the right words’” (2020, p. 383) and others found it had literary value separate from the reasons why it was challenged (2020, p. 381), while another study done by Hartsfield and Kimmel on graduate teaching and librarian students found that while some were uncomfortable with the use of the word, it was used correctly, was not used inappropriately, it was not a bad word, it could help build older elementary school student’s vocabulary, and at least it was not slang (2019, p. 340).
· Children’s Bureau’s statistics from 2020 indicate that 9.4% of all children (Children’s Bureau, 2022), which is almost 1 in 10 (Children’s Bureau Express Resources, 2021), are sexually abused. Correct terminology for body parts, taught age appropriately, and using them nonchalantly, which The Higher Power of Lucky does, is important in abuse prevention and education about sexual abuse (Bruni, 2013). Studies have found that using appropriate terms increases the rate at which children told about the abuse, increases their self-esteem, decreases them blaming themselves (Bruni, 2013) (Finkelor, 2009, p. 181), teaches them that these are not bad words, and helps make them less vulnerable to sexual abuse (Klass, 2016).
· Students/children do have First Amendment rights (Whelan, 2009). Further examination of this concept includes when a court ordered Annie on My Mind had to be returned to the high school library because it was “educationally suitable,” when a court ordered the “Harry Potter” series had to be returned to the Cedarville School District libraries, which had removed the books, only allowing those with written permission from parents access to read them (Whelan, 2009), when a Chicago library board refused to remove a children’s book on gay pride from the children’s section, (Mccoppin, 2017) and in Henrico Public Library’s Collection Management Policy that says, “The library upholds the right of every customer to access material and information, even if the content is controversial or unacceptable to others” (Henrico Public Library, 2020). Moreover, Ferguson found reading controversial books did not seem to cause criminal behavior issues and instead increased civic action and charitableness in children (2014, p. 357).
· If The Higher Power of Lucky were moved to the young adult section as opposed to keeping it in the children’s section, it would greatly shorten the window at which this book would be read seeing as the reading level is mostly in elementary school age children, which falls under the umbrella of the children’s section, and that would be against the ALA’s Bill of Rights that says, “Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and enlightenment” (ALA, 2022). The reading level suggests this book is appropriate for older elementary school students as did one participant in the study of teaching and librarian graduate students (Hartsfield & Kimmel, 2019, p. 340), and a child’s access to information should not be hampered as the point from the ALA Bill of Rights says and as Henrico County Public Library’s Collection Management Policy states with its use of the words, “every customer” (Henrico County Public Library, 2020). The proposal should be not to move the book to young adult, instead keep it in the children’s section, making The Higher Power of Lucky available in the Tween section of the children’s area for grades 4-6, which would hit the reading level window 3-6 for the book almost perfectly, and make it available to those children who wish to read it.    
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