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After reading this article, it has become more clear to me how important social sciences are to the field of cybersecurity. In comparison, technology almost feels like a secondary component. In today’s society, individuals get most of their information through social media where truth and fiction are often blurred. The author of this article goes on to say that “there is now a low cost of entry, financial incentive to create viral content, and anonymity is relatively easy to accomplish. This decentralization has facilitated the entry of external actors with minimal attribution” (Beskow & Carley, 2019). Influence and the media now have more power in persuading people with lies which increases the chances of sowing discord among thousands of individuals. Another piece of information I found fascinating is how adversaries manipulate information and networks to their advantage. It is described as the BEND maneuver which its primary purpose is to dismiss, distort, dismay, and distract. Combined with the utilization of bots controlled by humans and machine learning, propaganda has the capability to spread faster than ever before. 
The article concludes with a call to action for stronger policies that include a more robust social cybersecurity infrastructure in order to better serve the people affected. Information has never been more accessible and we need better structures in place to protect it. This article, to me, emphasizes a greater need for cybersecurity to be reframed as multidisciplinary because warfare has truly evolved from a physical battlefield to now every corner of the Internet.
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