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Bug bounty programs are a cost-effective investment for businesses when dealing with how to improve their security posture. Many companies do not have the budget to hire well established tech firms to help them look for flaws in their code and so they turn to freelance ethical hackers to utilize their expertise in penetration testing. The article highlights several interesting findings in the authors’ analysis on these bounty programs such as payment and scope; however, these programs are not entirely without their issues. A major concern for these programs is how to report their findings to the company they are hired by due to the fear of being in legal trouble. This action calls for companies to reframe their vulnerability disclosure reporting policies. 
The article does contribute much how bug bounties affect the economics of several businesses who employ their help. One of the researchers’ findings noted that many of these freelance hackers accept a cheaper rate to do the work required of them because they put more value in the recognition and establishing a reputation. Smaller companies can benefit greatly from enlisting their help because there is not a huge elasticity gap, meaning “a company’s size and profile do not have an economically significant impact on the number of reports it receives” (Sridhar & Ng, 2021). Additionally, there is not a huge gap between the type of business that benefits from bug bounty programs.
Their findings also suggest that programs receive fewer reports over time, suggesting that many of the bigger issues within an organization’s code have been resolved in years past. Nevertheless, this article highlights the importance of the bug bounty market as a cost-effective means for organizations in order to make their security stronger.
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