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Students I Desire to Serve
	I was seventeen years old when my guidance counselor asked me if I had ever heard of something called Autism. I had no idea what it was then, or that it would forever change my life or way of thinking. As I embarked on the mentorship opportunity that my counselor had given me, I was nervous, but I was also excited. I had experience working with children with special needs before, but not Autism. I looked at the classroom with about six students, each unique, each needing individualized instruction, and each communicating in their own methods. I learned quickly that teaching these children was not about getting them to come to you, it was about finding them on their level, and having them allow you to enter their world. 
I desire to teach children with Autism at the elementary age. The licensure I intend to peruse will be for the adaptive curriculum, so many of my students will also have intellectual disabilities. Heward (2017) states that about thirty-one percent of children with Autism also have an intellectual disability. Many may also be considered non-verbal. I enjoy the complexity and challenge that is usually associated with this group of students. Heward (2017) states that Autism is a puzzling developmental disorder. Personally, I love how each student can be so intriguing unique, and individualized. Each student needs their own approach, motivation, and systems of rewards. For example, I once worked with a student who loved music, and I would teach him through songs. I wrote a rap song to teach him opposites, and he loved it. It was a motivational way for him to learn, and it was something he was able to retain. This setting forces you to put the student you are working with first, and to look at the curriculum with creativity. 
Instructional Strategies
	Prompt fading is an important instructional technique that I plan on using with these children. It is important to fade back from prompt levels as it teaches them independence and self-reliance as they learn new skills. It also shows mastery in the subject matter they are learning. Using flexile prompt fading allows students to learn targeted skills efficiently. Leaf (2014) stated that during his trials while researching to see if teaching through prompt fades was more beneficial than teaching through error correction procedures, he found that using prompt fades was more efficient in the amount of time it took to teach a specific skill. This is important when working in a public education system. It will be important to be efficient as I will have one year to teach to mastery level on a child’s IEP, so they can progress to new goals. It will also be important to teach efficiently as I will also be teaching curriculum skills not correlated to a child’s IEP and comply with state standardized assessments for the child. 
	Applied Behavior Analysis is also an instructional strategy that I plan to bring into my classroom. Heward (2017) states that one aspect of Applied Behavior Analysis is reinforcement. By using positive reinforcement in a planned and routine way, I am confident that it will give my students motivation to reach their goals. Also, it will be beneficial with behavior. By giving negative and attention seeking behaviors less attention, and using positive reinforcement for positive behaviors, I am confident this will help my students in social settings. This will be beneficial for when they are with their peers, interacting with lesser known adults such as resource teachers, and spending time in their general education classrooms. 
Extended Professional Skills Desired and Plan for Acquisition
	Heward (2017) states that students with Autism also sometimes struggle with challenging behavior. One workshop I have found through TTAC Online is Effective Strategies for Students with Learning and Behavior Problems. I believe this class will be beneficial as it shows evidence-based practices that have been shown to decrease behaviors. They are approximately twenty-five modules, and I plan to do them as I embark on my student teaching semester. They are a free class, and I believe doing them during my student teaching semester will be a perfect time to do them, as I can put the knowledge to use during my student teaching. I also plan on obtaining an Autism certificate through Old Dominion University. This is the population of students I love working with and obtaining this certificate will give me a deeper understanding. I plan on enrolling in the certificate program after I graduate with my bachelors. 
Personal Philosophy of Education
	All children, regardless of a disability have a right to an education. This is something I whole heartedly believe in. I also believe one of the strongest components that we teach children in the educational system, whether we know it or not, is communication. Communication is essential to us as a society and as an individual. Every day, teachers teach children to self-advocate, communicate effectively with peers, and express self-found knowledge. This is a powerful skill. It is also one that many of the students I will work with have challenges in. Lorah (2014) stated that about half of the children with Autism have no natural voices of their own. It is important that I aide them in finding their voice. This may be in the way of communication through pictures (PEC’s), a speech device, or sign language. Children need to be able to express themselves, state their needs, and state their understanding of knowledge. By helping my students find their voice. I will help them thrive in society and open many doors for their education, social needs, and advancements in their independence.  
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