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  During ninth grade year we were told to make sure that we do everything to create high GPA’s and prepare ourselves for the next step in our lives, college. We were given a bit more freedom over the years and we were guided hand and foot on what we should do and how we should do it. If we are completely honest, high school did not completely prepare us for this step. We were not taught how to completely do things on our own, how to completely write a college ready essay, and how to balance life and school work. Everything was mostly given to us, and if things were missed we were able to get it all in by the end of the quarter. By senior year teachers just wanted us to at least pass the class so we could leave. 
  Firstly, high school was basically a time to mess around. Some of us had work and some just got by doing absolutely nothing. The most work that was done alone was a few worksheets nothing that would actually make us students reach into our mind and make us think outside of the box. We relied on our teachers and our parents to give us the tools, and a step by step guide to show us how to achieve things. I never really had to think so much for myself because there were so many people around me that could help; whereas in college I can only really help myself and get things done on my own. Even with the AP classes, teachers still babied us through. They just told us how the whole year would go and followed that step by step and gave us the same work constantly. Teachers never really taught us how to write a college acceptable paper, as long as we hit the right topic and had five paragraphs it was a passing paper. 
Even though most of my classes consisted of writing the teachers never showed the different parts to having a decent writing that would be allowed in college. I was never taught comma splices and the different ways to separate two sentences and how to properly write a fruitful hook or thesis. The most that was given to me was to use a comma to separate two ideas and just to draw the audience in with a bit of a back story. My teachers would always give me a checklist and as long as we followed it step by step and made a web to show our ideas that was basically our grade. In college they want us to actually put thought into what we say and to look out different grammar problems and our spelling and transitions; something that is more professional-like. Also no one really told us how to balance our school life with our outside life. I was told to have fun and get your education.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]  I personally feel like this was one thing that should be taught in school. How to transition into the real world; we are basically thrown into this independent life with no real guidance and we have to figure out how to do most things on our own or try to find our way without any experience in what we do. Teachers just assume that because most of us are eighteen or about to graduate that we should automatically understand how life works and know our way around different barriers that we may come across. Which is not the case for most people we are still lost and trying to figure out ourselves and the things around us. 
   The answer is no, I do not think that high school adequately prepared me for college in any type of way. There are certain things that teachers didn’t have the chance to teach me and I know there are other students that feel similar in that area. 

