
























Brainstorming Instructions 

Worksheet Instructions 

Blank Page Uses: General brainstorming 

This flexible approach supports most types of brainstorming techniques. 
Begin by writing down your topic, concept, or challenge, and then use any 
combination of approaches such as mind mapping, outlines, doodling, 
storyboarding, etc. to document your ideas. Continue to add every idea 
that you can come up with and then see which words reinforce each other 
or lead to new ideas. 

Two-Tier Mind 
Map 

Uses: General brainstorming 

This approach provides a template to do basic mind mapping. Begin by 
adding the topic, idea, or challenge to center shape of the mind map. 
Starting brainstorming about specific ideas or concepts that apply to the 
central topic and add your thoughts to the next level of shapes. After 
adding four unique ideas, expand on each with more details or proposed 
solutions. 

Compare and 
Contrast 

Uses: General brainstorming to compare options or ideas 

Define two possible solutions or ideas that you want to compare. Above 
the “Option 1” and “Option 2” columns of the worksheet, add brief titles for 
each idea or solution.  

Next add either challenges or characteristics that might apply if you 
choose either of your options. List these in the “Challenge/Characteristic” 
column. Example characteristics or challenges could be cost, time to 
complete project, relevance to course objectives, etc. 

For both columns “Option 1” and “Option 2”, add the relevant challenge or 
characteristic that applies to each option. 

Use the resulting comparisons to refine your options, select one, or 
possibly move to another idea. 

Analytical Uses: General brainstorming to compare pros and cons of solutions or 
ideas 

Begin by adding any of the different ideas that you have into separate 
rows of the “Option” column of the worksheet. As an example, these 
ideas could be proposed project ideas for a course.  

Next add potential pros and cons to each of the ideas to their respective 
“Pros” and “Cons” column. 



Brainstorming Instructions 

Compare the pros and cons for all of the ideas to refine, select or move 
forward. 

Think, Pair, Share Uses: General brainstorming in pairs or groups 

This worksheet is designed for two individuals but it can be used in 
groups with more members.  

On their individual worksheet, each member adds the specific ideas and 
challenges to investigate to the “Topic” column of the worksheet.   

While still working individually, each member adds their own thoughts on 
how to address the topic in the “My Thoughts” column of their own 
worksheet. 

After a brief time, the members work as a team to review each other’s 
ideas and add notes from the other members to the “Other’s Thoughts” 
column of the worksheet.  

Finally the group decides as a team which ideas they will share with the 
rest of the class. While items to share would likely be common ideas from 
the team members, the group discussion also allows members to refine 
their ideas. Document these in the “Thoughts to Share” column. 

KWL Uses: Planning and reflection on learning a new topic or skill 

The brainstorming activity spans the period before and after a project or 
task has been completed. 

Before beginning a task, add a list of items that you already understand 
about the topic in the “What do I know?” column of the worksheet. 

Next add a list of items that you would like to learn during the task into the 
“What do I want to know?” column. 

Save your worksheet. 

After completing the task, list what you have learned from completing the 
task in the “What did I learn column”. 

Project Ideas 
Uses: Brainstorming to develop project concepts for a course 

List some course objectives from your class in the “Course Objectives” 
column of the worksheet. 



Brainstorming Instructions 

Next list potential project ideas that would allow students to meet the 
course objectives in the “Project Ideas” column of the first table. 

Now list real-world skills that your students should be able to 
demonstrate after completing the course in the “Real-world skills to 
learn” column of the second table. 

For each real-world skill, list potential projects that would help students 
master those skills in the “Project Ideas” column of the second table. 

Finally, look for common project ideas between the two tables. 
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