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Introduction/BLUF
The International Journey of Cyber Criminology (2025) contains an article “The Role of International Law in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking via the Dark Web”, that goes into detail regarding frameworks at the international level which deal with the discussion and distribution of drugs online. Although there is international law in place that provides a general basis for digital defense against drug trafficking, there are a multitude of factors that inhibit the effectiveness of these guidelines. In total, the article passionately highlights the primary issues of inadequate legislature and our misunderstanding of cybercriminal behavior, from a social science lens.
Relation/Connection to Social Science Principles
Throughout the article, there were a plethora of core social science principles discussed. Initially, the first of those discussed was based on the principle that human behavior is shaped by social structures and incentives respectively. The dark web is an illicit browsing medium that is utilized as a haven by bad actors and criminals worldwide.  Drugs are certainly no exception of content marketed on the dark web, due to how easily an individual can remain anonymous. Due to the mass anonymity across the dark web, the institution of legal action against these criminals becomes immensely difficult. Another way in which the article touched on a core social science principle was how it described the way institutions (governments and other large groups/corporations) sculpt social order. More specifically, the article discussed how law enforcement at both the national and international level attempt to moderate technologically based crime. Lastly, it shared a similar perspective to the social science core principle of technology’s influence on society with how modern platforms have essentially provided a platform for criminals to use for the dispersion of illegal drugs.
Research Question / Hypothesis / Independent & Dependent Variables
Research Question: Considering the large number of illegal drugs trafficked through the dark web, how truly effective is the current international legislation at preventing this issue?
Hypothesis: It is made clear throughout the article that the author deems the current international frameworks to be insufficient in the ability to properly dispose and largely inhibit drug trafficking and cybercrime respectively.
Independent Variable: The scale and effectiveness of international frameworks and other defensive policies.
Dependent Variable: How effective the chosen methods of deterrence and removal were on drugs trafficked across the dark web.
Types of Research Methods Used
Throughout the article, it’s made evidently more apparent that the study focused on qualitative research methods, as opposed to quantitative. In the study, international agreements, frameworks, and even conferences were highly analyzed in relation to illegal drug control and cybercrime. 
Types of Data Analysis Used
Document analysis was easily the most utilized method of data analysis used within the article. As opposed to another type of data analysis such as statistic-based modeling, court rulings and digital legislation were the primary forms of data analyzed.


Connections to Other Course Concepts
This study closely connects to the concept of “networked publics”, which connects to many of the ideas we discuss in class. Internet Banging is an outstanding example of how users abuse the privileges provided to them by networked publics for malicious purposes. This feeling of “immortality” that individuals involved in Internet Banging is directly related to the anonymity these criminals utilize to traffic illegal drugs
Overall Societal Contributions of the Study / Conclusion
To conclude, the study discussed in the article highlights a critical and immensely relatable issue that portrays the weak legislation and powerful technological advancements abused by cybercriminals. Throughout the article, it’s made clear that a stronger form of international agreement alongside of more modern security measures and legislation will provide a solution. To come to a proper conclusion however, the collaboration of many unrelated fields, such as cybersecurity, criminology and psychology is a requirement.
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