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The Effectiveness of NATO’s Cyber Defense Policy
NATO has been working to improve its cyber defense policy as cyberspace threats have become increasingly more serious. Since NATO recognized cyber as a domain of operations, it has focused more on protecting its systems and member countries. I’ll explore how experts have judged NATO’s cyber policy, what those evaluations suggest for the future, how I would assess the policy, and whether I believe it’s working.
Expert Opinions
Joe Burton (2015) argues that NATO has done a good job adjusting to cyber threats by building on past experience with terrorism and security challenges in the 1990s. He says that although countries in NATO don’t always see eye to eye on topics such as surveillance and privacy, there’s still a strong level of cooperation in regards to cyber defense.
Fidler, Pregent, and Vandurme (2013) focus on how legal and political issues complicate cyber threats. They believe NATO’s current policy does not go far enough and that the alliance needs a stronger and more aggressive approach to dealing with cyberattacks. They also point out that international laws about cyber conflict remain unclear, making it difficult for NATO to act quickly and legally.
Jeffrey Caton (2016) looks more closely at NATO’s cyber abilities, arguing that while NATO has made progress, for example, creating the Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence (CCDCOE) and organizing large-scale cyber defense exercises, there are still large differences in how prepared each country is. These differences in capability and preparedness among its member nations highlight the policy’s weak areas. 
What These Evaluations Mean for Policy
Experts agree that NATO’s policy needs continuous improvement. A large takeaway is that NATO should make its decision-making process faster and more flexible in cyber situations. Another is that the alliance may need to begin considering offensive cyber capabilities, which is a controversial take but necessary. Finally, NATO must ensure that all operations in cyberspace follow international law and ethical standards, which means updating legal policies as the cyber domain changes respectively.
My Assessment
To judge how well NATO’s cyber defense policy is working, I would look at several things: operational effectiveness, legal and ethical compliance, and adaptability. As the cyber realm continues to grow and nations continuously learn to gain their footing, I believe NATO has done an excellent job regarding its adaptability, both on the forefront of operational effectiveness and legal/ethical compliance.
 There is little history to guide the organization’s policy development, and as events unfold, NATO has taken the necessary steps to modify its policy and reinforce its members’ cyber defense. This is demonstrated through the appointment of agencies such as the CCDCOE, or by defining cyber terms that were previously unclear. However, due to the volatile nature of technology and cyber-warfare, each step may not necessarily be the most effective or needed. 
I find that NATO is doing fairly well but still has much work to do. The alliance has taken cyber threats seriously and continuously builds newfound tools, systems, and protocols to address them. However, issues like slow decision-making, uneven capabilities across countries, and unclear legal rules still need to be addressed. I believe the organization’s policy is moving in the right direction, but it must remain in a state of constant development in order to consistently improve and stay ahead of new cyber challenges.
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