I've been thinking a lot lately about how popular media like movies and television shape public
perception of cybersecurity concepts. As someone working in this field, | want to help educate others,
and recognize that mainstream portrayals have a big impact that may unintentionally mislead at times.
Just the other night | watched a video on YouTube where a hacker rated the realism of different hacking
scenes from films and shows. It was really eye-opening just how exaggerated and implausible many
were. In reality, developing an attack takes significant researching skills, not just frantically typing. And
success isn't usually that cinematic or flashy either. But for most people without technical experience,
media is their only exposure. So it primes them to see cyber threats as this very dramatic, simple
endeavor. When the reality demands so much more nuanced understanding. If we rely on entertainment
portrayals alone, that can cultivate unrealistic fears while also reducing the respect given to real
professionals. At the same time, | don't want to criticize too harshly on the creativity either. Storytelling
requires drama and tension that facts alone may lack. But producer consultations with experts could
better balance education with enjoyment. And reviewers analyzing finished work helps spread more
accurate insights too. Overall, it seems we're making gradual progress bridging the gap between public
assumptions and cybersecurity realities. With patience and open dialogue on all sides, maybe one day
perceptions will more closely align. But change begins with self-reflection, so we must consider every

opportunity to represent our field with integrity as experts while entertainers find ways.



