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Introduction
A penetration tester sounds like a very important and reliable job that requires patience and focus. Also called a pen test, the job requires someone to prepare a company’s network for future attacks by acting like he/she is the enemy. This sounds like a great idea to educate the protectors of the network on how and what to do in situations like being attacked. 
Structural functionalism 
According to coresecurity.com, “A [pen test] is an attempt to evaluate the security of an IT infrastructure by safely trying to exploit vulnerabilities.” One social science principle that this can relate to is structural functionalism. This network needs to be able to protect themselves from threats to be able to make profit and maintain an organized workforce. Structural functionalism focuses on how it helps cybersecurity function primarily on the societal level. In this case, staying socially compatible with your entire work crew is a mandatory factor. Not having this social connection to be prepared for attacks will simply result in failure of assigned tasks. Simulating these attacks is perhaps the best way to teach employees to be socially and physically prepared for malicious activity. 
Social Media and Hackers
	The penetration tester job can also extremely benefit the way the company views social media and hackers. Hackers are very good with computers and what they do with them, so not knowing how to prevent attacks from these hackers will cause a wave of attacks, since they know you are a vulnerable company. Once the fact of the company being harassed by hackers goes public, it will attract more hackers to come, making it even worse. Hackers and social media can deplete an entire company if it is not prepared. This pen testing does that exact job; prepares the company for future hacker attacks which can prevent waves of other attacks over time. According to vaultes.com, “The main reason [pen tests] are crucial to an organization’s security is that they help personnel learn how to handle any type of break-in… [and they also] serve as a way to examine whether [other] organization’s security policies are genuinely effective.” This proves the penetration tester job extremely helps the social aspect of the workforce and keeps it organized to be compatible with communicating to fully expel all threats, and be prepared for future ones. 
Social Engineering
	Social Engineering is the processes in which someone tries to seek information about you in order to steal your password, identity, money, etc. It can be difficult to realize when you are being attacked for your information. Sometimes it can even be so unnoticeable you actually never notice. This social factor is a very important factor that needs to be prevented in the company and its workforce. According to imperva.com, “What makes social engineering especially dangerous is that it relies on human error, rather than vulnerabilities in software and operating systems.” The fact that human error is the fuel for these engineering attacks is dangerous and the penetration testing job can help with that. When the simulated attack occurs, many of the workers will most likely make plenty of mistakes. Instead of being actually attacked and losing money and data to these human errors, they can be corrected and prepared for by penetration testing. Penetration testing can also help the workforce personnel be more aware of malicious activity which can prevent information being leaked and causes hackers to have an advantage.
Marginalized Groups
	The penetration testing job can relate to society and marginalized groups in ways that can help people learn how to be more proactive with their technology. Most people do not realize how at risk their information is and sometimes their information is taking unknowingly. Penetration testing can support smaller companies and thoroughly examine what their vulnerabilities are. While probably not solving all hypothetical problems, this can help these smaller companies feel more safe and self-protected. Their information is just as important as these bigger companies who have so much money to put in their protection against hackers. Penetration testing can also teach people how to be able to notice when they’re being scammed and create workers who are prepared for these attacks every day. 
Conclusion 
	Overall, the penetration testing job is extremely beneficial to society, society’s structure and stability, cybersecurity, and companies’ network’s safety. Its main purpose is to study the network’s vulnerabilities and display them to the company’s employees, teaching them how to prepare and counter malicious attacks. Penetration testing also simulates these attacks, providing a hands-on demonstration to the employees which extremely benefits their ability to prevent these attacks when they occur. Pen testing can also associate with social contributions such as structural functionalism, social media and hackers’ dangers to society, and helping everyone be more aware of social engineering. Smaller companies can also benefit from pen testing as it is not as expensive and can help these companies feel like they can protect themselves. To conclude, penetration testing is a great job with many important societal contributions that help networks and companies be ready for any malicious intent. 
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