
Cath leen Rhodes 
carhodes@odu.edu 
683-4329,BAL 3027 
Off ice  Hrs :  Tues 12 :30-3 :30pm
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Queer Walk Tour
50%

Annotated Bib
20%

Project Plan
10%

Reflection
10%

Home/classwork
10%

GRADE  BREAKDOWN

See  B l ackboard  fo r  a ss i gnment  de ta i l s .

ACCES S I B I L I T Y

I  am  commi t ted  to  ensu r i ng  the  fu l l
pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  a l l  s tudents ,  so  p l ease  no t i f y
me  w i th i n  the  f i r s t  week  o f  c l a s s  i f  you  need  an
accommodat i on  fo r  a  d i s ab i l i t y .  I  w i l l  be  happy
to  work  w i th  you .  ODU  a l so  has  many  suppor t
se rv i ces ,  i n c l ud i ng  the  Wr i t i ng  Cente r  and  pee r
tu to r i ng ,  t ha t  a re  ava i l ab l e  to  a l l  s tudents .
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Changes  to  th i s  document  w i l l  be  announced  i n  c l a s s  and /o r  on  B l ackboard .

An interdisc ip l inary s tudy of  LGBTQ ( lesbian ,  gay ,  b isexual ,
t ransgender ,  queer)  experiences that  in troduces s tudents to
personal ,  cu l tura l ,  and pol i t i ca l  aspects  of  queer l i fe  whi le
examining socia l  forces such as heteronormat iv i ty ,  soc ia l

construc t ion of  gender ,  and homophobia .  
 

Focuses on issues of  par t icu lar  importance to LGBTQ people
whi le  explor ing gender and encouraging examinat ion of  the
many ways in which sexual i ty in tersec ts  wi th gender ,  race ,

e thnic i ty ,  c lass ,  age ,  abi l i ty  and other ident i t ies .  
 

How do we def ine queer? Who/how is queer? What  are the
benef i ts/ l imi ta t ions of  the concept  of  queer? What  tensions

exis t  between lesbian ,  gay ,  b isexual ,  and transgender
movements? How do race/gender/c lass intersec t  wi th

sexual i ty? How and why have queer his tor ies ,  experiences ,
ac t iv i t ies ,  and knowledge been rendered invis ib le?   

PART I C I PA T I ON

You  a re  expec ted  to  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  d i s cuss i ons ,
to  thought fu l l y  ana l yze  and  ques t i on  read i ng
mate r i a l s  and  i deas  cove red  i n  c l a s s .  I f  you
have  d i f f i cu l t y  speak i ng  i n  c l a s s ,  see  me  as
soon  as  poss i b l e ,  and  I  w i l l  he l p  you  s t ra teg i ze
methods  fo r  pa r t i c i pa t i ng .  
 
D i s cuss i ons  shou ld  be  suppor t i ve  so  tha t  we  can  d i sag ree  wh i l e  r ema in i ng
respec t fu l  o f  o the rs ’ i deas  and  cont r i bu t i ons .  Do  no t  d i s respec t  o r  be l i t t l e
c l a s smates  o r  the  i n s t ruc to r ,  i n te r rupt  wh i l e  o the rs  a re  t a l k i ng ,  make
comments  under  you r  b rea th  o r  to  a  ne i ghbor  wh i l e  someone  i s  speak i ng ,
o r  dom ina te  d i s cuss i on .  

You r  success  i s  impor tan t  to  me .  See  me  i f  you  have  t roub l e
comp le t i ng   ass i gnments ,  meet i ng  dead l i nes ,  com ing  to  c l a s s ,  o r  have  o the r
ex tenuat i ng  c i r cumstances .  T ry  to  l e t  me  know ahead  o f  t ime .  

T EX TBOOKS

Read ings  des i gna ted  as  (BB)  a re
on  B l ackboard .  A lways  b r i ng  a
copy  o f  the  read i ngs  to  c l a s s  on
the  day  they  w i l l  be  d i s cussed .
 
F i nd i ng  Out :  An  I n t roduc t i on  to
LGBT  Stud i es  (3 rd  ed i t i on )  
by  A l exander ,  Meem ,  G ibson  
I SBN :  9781506337401    
 
When  Brook l yn  Was  Queer
(WBWQ on  th i s  s y l l abus )  
by  Hugh  Ryan  
I SBN :  9781250169914       

Ma jo r  a ss i gnments  accepted  l a te
a t  my  d i s c re t i on .  No  l a te
homework .  
 
Fo r  absences  l onger  than  a  week
( i l l ness ,  f am i l y  emergency ,  e t c . )
contac t  S tudent  Suppor t  Se rv i ces
a t  www.odu . edu /sss .  
 
A t tendance  i s  t aken  a t  the
beg inn i ng  o f  c l a s s  and  i s  pa r t  o f
you r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  g rade .  
 
No  make-up  qu i zzes .  When
ava i l ab l e ,  ex t ra  c red i t  ( see
B l ackboard )  r ep l aces  m i s sed
qu i zzes .  



SCHEDU L E

P LAG I AR I SM
P lag i a r i sm  i s  t he  i n ten t i ona l  o r  un i n ten t i ona l
u se  o f  someone  e l se ’s  work  as  you r  own .
Many  s tudents  s t rugg l e  to  fu l l y  unders tand
what  p l ag i a r i sm  i s ,  so  f am i l i a r i ze  you rse l f
w i th  ODU ’s  Honor  Code  and  P l edge  and  rev i ew
the  p l ag i a r i sm  tu to r i a l  on  B l a ckboard .
P l ag i a r i sm  w i l l  no t  be  to l e ra ted ;  anyone
suspec ted  o f  p l ag i a r i sm  w i l l  be  r epor ted  to
the  Honor  Counc i l .  I f  you  have  ques t i ons ,
come  see  me  o r  v i s i t  t he  Wr i t i ng  Cente r .

WR I T I NG  HE L P
I   encourage  you  to  v i s i t  t he  Wr i t i ng  Cente r
fo r  he l p  w i th  you r   a ss i gnments .  The i r
se rv i ces  a re  f ree  and  i nva l uab l e .  
 
Lea rn i ng  Commons  Room 1208 ,  683-4013  

EMERGENC I E S

I f  I  mus t  cance l  c l a s s  I  w i l l  a l e r t  you  i n  c l a s s
o r  v i a  ema i l .  I n c l ement  weathe r  c l o s i ngs  come
d i rec t l y  f rom ODU  adm in i s t r a t i on ,  so   check
the  ODU  webs i t e  o r  ca l l  683-3000 .  Work
i s   due  un l e ss  I   t e l l  you  o the rw i se .  

E S SAY  FORMAT
Doub l e  o r  s i ng l e - spaced  ( un l e ss  spec i f i ed )
12-po i n t  T imes  New Roman
1 - i nch  marg i ns
Save  as  . doc ,  . docx ,  o r  . r t f
Use  MLA  documenta t i on  gu i de l i nes

EMA I L  PO L I C Y
I  t r y  to  r espond  to  ema i l s  w i th i n  48  hours .
P l ease  send  ema i l  i nqu i r i e s  on l y  a f te r
check i ng  B l ackboard  and  the  sy l l abus  fo r  an
answer  to  you r  ques t i on .  Ta l k i ng  i n  pe r son  i s
usua l l y  much  more  e f fec t i ve  than  ema i l ,  s o
l e t ' s  meet  f ace  to  f ace  i f  poss i b l e .  
 
I f  you  m i s s  c l a s s ,  r e fe r  to  the  s chedu l e  and
contac t  a  c l a s smate .  I 'm  happy  to  meet  i n  my
of f i ce  to  d i s cuss  what  you  m i s sed  bu t  w i l l
no t  answer  those  ques t i ons  v i a  ema i l .

Finding Out: Introduction

WBWQ: prologue and introduction 

BB: Bulldykes, Faggots, and

Fairies, Queer 101

 

WHAT IS QUEER STUDIES?
GENDER AND SEXUALITY
PRIMER

8
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Finding Out: Ch. 1 

BB: Eighteenth-Century Fantasy

and the Lesbian Image 

WBWQ: Chapters 1 and 2

 

Homework due on BB by 4pm: Why

Queer Studies and Allusionist 

BEFORE IDENTITY 
 
 

9
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Meet in Perry Library Special

Collections – be on time and plan

to stay for the entire class period

BB: Blazing Trails With Pink

Triangles and Rainbow Flags

Before class, read QWT

assignment and bring a printed

list of 3 topics you are interested

in exploring for that assignment.  

WORKING WITH ODU'S
LGBTQ ARCHIVES 
 

9
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No class 

 

 

 

LABOR DAY 
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Finding Out: Ch. 2 and Capitalism

and Gay Identity (pp. 51 – 54) 

BB: A Worm in the Bud 

WBWQ: Chapter 3

In class Film: Paragraph 175 (81

mins) 

 

Due on BB by 11pm: Research

Project Plan   

SEXOLOGY
 
 

9
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Finding Out: Ch. 3 

BB: A Hundred Years of

Transgender History 

WBWQ: Chapters 4 - 6

In class Film: Before Stonewall

(87 mins) 

 

Homework due on BB by 4pm:

#transHealthFail 

TOWARD LIBERATION
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Meeting location TBA. Bring your

laptop/tablet if you have one

and/or a notebook. You should

also bring any research you've

gathered for the QWT assignment.

 

 

INHABITING QUEER
SPACES/QUEER
STORYTELLING

1
0

/7

Finding Out: Ch. 4

BB: What’s Wrong With Normal;

Stonewall Uprising (82 mins)  

WBWQ: Chapter 7

 

 

QUEER NORMALIZATION
AND BEYOND
 

1
1
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No class 

FALL BREAK
 10

/1
4

Meet outside BAL entrance that

faces the library. The bus leaves

at 1pm, so don't be late! Bus

returns to ODU by 4pm. 

 

Attendance is mandatory. There

are no opportunities to make up

this assignment.

QUEER WALKING TOUR OF
NORFOLK
 

1
1
/3

Meet in Slover Library lobby. Be on

time because we won't wait for

you. Presentation of the Sargeant

Memorial Collection and time to

research after. You must get your

free library card before this date.

Directions + parking info:

https://www.sloverlibrary.com/dir

ections-parking.

WORKING IN NORFOLK
PUBLIC LIBRARY ARCHIVES9

/3
0

Meet in the classroom. Upload

your finalized QWT script to

Google Drive before class, + bring

2 printed copies to class. We will

critique your script. Attendance is

mandatory; if you are absent I'll

assume you are not attending the

QWT and will eliminate your stop

from the itinerary.

QUEER WALKING TOUR
WORK DAY
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Finding Out: Ch. 5

BB: You Say Nature I Say Nurture  

 

Due on BB by 11pm: Annotated

Bibliography

NATURE, NURTURE, AND
IDENTITY 
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1
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Finding Out: Ch. 6 

BB: Denying Complexity: The

Dismissal and Appropriation of

Bisexuality 

 

Due on Wordpress by 11pm: QWT

assignment

QUEER DIVERSITIES 
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Finding Out: Ch. 7 

BB: Black Gay Man: Intro

In class Film: Paris is Burning (71

mins)

 

Due on Google Drive by 11pm:

QWT timeline assignment

INTERSECTIONALITIES
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Finish Celluloid Closet and related

discussion

 

Due on BB by 4pm: Reflection

Letter

EXAM PERIOD 
(3:45PM - 6:45PM)
 

1
2
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Finding Out: Ch. 10 

BB: What is Queer Film? 

In class Film: Celluloid Closet (101

mins) 

FILM AND TELEVISION 
 
 

1
2

/2

G O  H O M E !

THE
END

https://www.sloverlibrary.com/directions-parking

