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	Flock is a surveillance company that was founded in 2017. Even though it’s been around since 2017, it has just now become the talk of the news. It said that Flock has over “120,000 devices”(Jalopnik) present within the US. Flock cameras have become a topic of controversy because of their use in law enforcement and other government agencies. People are outraged by the “new” surveillance; however, surveillance isn’t a new thing to people because they already give away thousands of pieces of private information through social media and other apps/software. In all, people aren’t against using cameras to catch criminals; they are more concerned about being misused or if the government turns on the people. Flock cameras are increasingly helpful for law enforcement, but contractarians tell us that society must establish limits on surveillance in order to prevent government abuse and targeting.
	Contractarianism in simple terms is the idea that society must apply rules and ethics that the people agree to live by. This is where the veil of ignorance really plays into society: when you are leading and ruling a country of people, you must create society's rules without knowing the people's position in society.  The veil of ignorance is, “The idea of the original position is to set up a fair procedure so that any principles agreed to will be just; nullify the effects of specific contingencies which put men at odds and tempt them to exploit social and natural circumstances to their own advantage.” (Rawls, Pg.118) This connects heavily with Flock, because the ones creating the rules and regulations for Flock are trusting the government will always act in the best interest of the people; instead, they need to use the veil of ignorance and develop rules that protect the people and prevent any and all parties from abusing their power. In the case of Flock, the people would want surveillance regulations that enable law enforcement some assistance while protecting the people from government abuse.
	There are some legitimate reasons for Flock to be around. It aids in criminal investigations, helping keep the streets clean of crime. All aspects of an investigation can be assisted, sometimes even solved, by Flock; the only concerning part is what happens if this power goes into the wrong hands and is used maliciously.
	An authoritarian government could use a Flock to track people and their associates. This can be people such as journalists, protesters, critics, religious groups, and more. The people are concerned about being monitored when they aren’t committing crimes. This is where the argument against Flock becomes more concerning: there are thousands of cameras, and they're constantly collecting recordings; mix this with an authoritarian government, and it's a recipe for disaster. In an authoritarian-run society, people would be taken advantage of, and they would be regularly tracked and monitored until the government knows their every movement. Rawls' concept of the veil of ignorance fits very well in this situation. Imagine that you are being watched, accused, suspected, all because you look, dress, drive, or even act a certain way, and you had no idea of it. You wouldn't want to be a part of this kind of system where the surveillance assumes the worst of you. In an authoritarian government, they could easily identify those who oppose them and follow them, waiting for them to make the smallest mistake and lock them up. They could also use these cameras against political opponents as well as protesters, helping manipulate their political agenda and destroying democracy as we know it. As we stand now, Flock provides so much good for the world, but it can’t go unchecked. We need to aid law enforcement to keep criminals off the street, but we also need to limit abuse to prevent the government as well as law enforcement from abusing the system.
In conclusion, Flock itself isn’t the problem; it’s the lack of limits. They must establish limits on who, what, and how the data collected through Flock can be used. In the event of a controlling authoritarian government, surveillance abuse is inevitable, so it’s important to secure the problems now before they develop into something malicious and dangerous to the people and society.
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