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When examining the motives behind cybercrime, it is essential to understand the driving factors 

that compel individuals to engage in such activities. Based on the provided articles, I have 

ranked the motives from the most to the least significant as follows: 

  

1. For Money 

Financial gain is one of the most common and compelling reasons for cybercrime. The article 

highlights how cybercriminals spend their money, indicating that monetary rewards are a 

significant motivator. The prospect of making substantial amounts of money can drive 

individuals to engage in illegal activities online, as financial incentives often outweigh the risks 

involved. 

  

2. Recognition 

Achieving recognition and status within hacker communities or the broader public can be a 

powerful motivator. The article on Bradley Niblock and the DDoS attack during an election 

illustrates how some hackers seek to make a name for themselves through high-profile attacks. 

The desire for fame and respect in the hacker world can drive individuals to commit cybercrimes.  

 

3. Political 

Political motives, such as activism or hacktivism, are significant drivers for cybercrime. The 

article discusses how young hackers join the hacktivism wave, using their skills to support 

political causes or protest against perceived injustices. This form of cybercrime is driven by 

ideological beliefs and the desire to make a political impact. 

  

4. Revenge 



Revenge is a powerful motivator for cybercrime, as individuals seek to retaliate against those 

they believe have wronged them. The article on revenge porn victims highlights how personal 

vendettas can lead to cybercrime. The emotional drive for retribution can push individuals to 

commit acts of cyber aggression. 

  

5. Multiple Reasons 

Many cybercriminals are motivated by a combination of factors, such as money, recognition, and 

political beliefs. The article from Infosecurity Magazine discusses how various motives can drive 

individuals to engage in cybercrime. Understanding that motivations can be complex and 

multifaceted helps in addressing the root causes of cybercriminal behavior.  

 

6. Entertainment 

Some individuals engage in cybercrime for entertainment or the thrill of it. The article about the 

man behind LinkedIn scraping illustrates how the excitement and challenge of hacking can be 

motivating factors. While not as compelling as financial gain or political motives, the pursuit of 

fun and excitement can still drive people to commit cybercrimes. 

  

7. Boredom 

Boredom can lead some individuals, particularly young people, to engage in cybercrime as a way 

to pass the time. The article on cyberbullying and online sexual grooming suggests that boredom 

can drive children and teens to engage in harmful online behaviors. While a less significant 

motivator compared to financial or political reasons, boredom can still contribute to 

cybercriminal activities. 
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