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The widespread integration of facial recognition technology in public spaces has sparked moral
concerns, prompting valid apprehensions about individual rights, surveillance, and potential abuses by
public and private entities, as highlighted by Zhang et al. The adoption of this technology by
governmental bodies and organizations has given rise to noticeable public unease, particularly regarding
its impact on privacy and civil liberties. This has led to a substantial public discourse emphasizing the

need for regulatory frameworks and ethical guidelines.

Within the context of the moral concerns surrounding facial recognition technology, the
"Authority is Constructed and Contextual" framework plays a pivotal role. Various entities, such as
governmental bodies, technology companies, and privacy advocates (Adnan Ahmed, Jones, Kay), exert
influence over public opinion. Governments position facial recognition as a tool for heightened security,
emphasizing its potential benefits, while privacy advocates emphasize associated risks and potential
abuses, underscoring the necessity for stringent regulations. Scrutinizing the authority underpinning these
perspectives reveals inherent biases and motivations (Zhang et al). Governments may prioritize security
imperatives, and technology companies may view facial recognition as a lucrative market, while privacy
advocates highlight potential threats to civil liberties (Adnan Ahmed). Examining the contextual backdrop
within which these authorities operate enables the discernment of diverse interests and facilitates an

evaluation of the credibility of the information they disseminate.

The "Information Has Value" framework provides insights into the economic ramifications of
widespread facial recognition use and clarifies how information translates into value within the
cybersecurity discourse, as discussed by Adnan Ahmed and Jones. Facial recognition technology
generates valuable data, prompting inquiries about data ownership, control, and potential market interests.
Companies engaged in the development and deployment of facial recognition systems may possess
economic incentives to downplay privacy concerns and underscore the technology's advantages. A

comprehensive comprehension of the economic dimensions enables a critical assessment of the



information landscape, prompting inquiries into who stands to gain from the widespread adoption of

facial recognition technology and how economic interests may mold the narrative (Adnan Ahmed).

The analysis through the information literacy frames is enriched by insights from Kay, shedding
light on the multifaceted nature of the moral panic surrounding facial recognition technology. The
apprehensions regarding facial recognition technology stem from legitimate concerns about privacy and
civil liberties. However, reporting and public discourse often succumb to sensationalism and
oversimplification. Examining the construct of authority reveals a spectrum of motivations shaping the
discourse, as different entities emphasize specific aspects based on their interests. The economic
implications, as highlighted by the "Information Has Value" framework, bring to light potential conflicts
of interest in the widespread adoption of facial recognition technology. According to Mark Andrejevic &
Neil Selwyn, their study not only underscores the impact of facial recognition on civil liberties and
economics but also illuminates the notion that these systems may compel students to alter their natural
expressions to align with the technology's expectations, raising concerns about the dehumanizing impact
in schools. The evolving regulatory landscape and ongoing efforts to grapple with ethical and privacy
challenges in the U.S. underscore the urgent need for comprehensive regulation to address the risks

associated with facial recognition technology (Kay, Taylor).

In conclusion, the concern surrounding facial recognition is not entirely exaggerated; rather, it
reflects genuine apprehensions about the ethical and societal implications of this technology.
Nevertheless, the discussion often lacks nuance, with public debate and reporting sometimes emphasizing
sensational aspects. Striking a balance between acknowledging valid concerns and avoiding the pitfalls of
moral panic is the challenge at hand, necessitating regulatory frameworks that effectively address the

potential risks while fostering the responsible use of facial recognition technology.
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