Module 9 Journal Entry: Then, complete the Social Media Disorder. How did you score?  What do you think about the items in the scale?  Why do you think that different patterns are found across the world?
Dylan McCann 
7/06/2024
After completing the Social Media Disorder quiz, I got a score of 1-2 out of 9 depending on the context of the social media platform. With a required score of 5 for diagnosis I think it is safe for me to say that I do not meet the criteria to be labeled a disordered social media user. I do think that this list is not completely compatible with other countries. In countries where internet access may be limited, getting to use social media could be in the same category as a vacation that someone in a modern country has always wanted to take so social engineering attacks may not be as commonplace.  In different countries demographic of social media users can often change radically as well as most used social media platforms, such as male users accounting for 73% of social media users in India or Chinese netizens mainly using a more heavily regulated and censored domestic social media services such as WeChat and Weibo (Daniela, 2024). This may create a need for more complex means of constructing a social engineering attack as the person the attacker is trying to gain information on may be less likely to post more specific and identifying information. Also, limited access, targeted advertising, and political persuasion that has become rampant in certation areas has led many children and young adults to try and separate themselves from social media and other internet services (Amnesty International, 2023). Overall, I don’t think the items in the scale represent social media addiction well because there are other reasons that many may not fit into the current model such as they may not be a demographic that has access, when they do have access it may be strictly for work, and many people are turning away from social media because of its downsides.
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