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Introduction 
 
This study investigates how public opinion on cybersecurity is measured against exposure to 
different cyberattack scenarios. By completing a randomized survey with 1,022 Israeli 
participants, the research examines whether witnessing cyberattacks classified as either lethal or 
nonlethal alters the public’s willingness to endorse policies that may infringe on privacy in favor 
of increased security. 
 
Key Concepts 
 
Exposure to Cyberattacks -The article details the results between attacks that result in physical 
harm or death, and those that primarily cause economic damage. 
 
Perceived Threat -This refers to the emotional and cognitive responses that individuals 
experience when facing cyber threats, which the authors argue serves as the link between 
exposure and policy support. 
 
Policy Categories -The study identifies three types of cybersecurity policies. Alert policies, 
oversight policies, and prevention policies, each reflecting different levels of state intervention 
and regulatory scrutiny. 
 
Article Summary 
 
In the experiment, participants were randomly assigned to one of three groups. One viewed 
simulated video reports of lethal cyberattacks on critical infrastructure, another reported on 
attacks causing financial harm, and a control group received no exposure. The study measured 
changes in perception of threats and attitudes toward the three categories of cybersecurity 
policies. After analysis, the authors sorted out the direct impact of exposure from the indirect 
effects mediated by threat perception. Results indicate that cyberattack exposure increases with 
perceived threat, affecting support for cybersecurity policies. Those who saw lethal attack 
simulations expressed more support for policies that prioritize public alerts. The non-lethal attack 
exposure was associated with backing for increasing government oversight. For prevention-
focused policies, the influence of attack exposure was entirely controlled by increased perception 
of threat. 
 
 
 
 



 
Analysis of Results 
 
The findings show that the impact of exposure is not uniform. Instead, the severity of the attack 
directly affects the type of policy support. The data indicates when individuals perceive a higher 
level of danger, especially following simulated lethal attacks, they are more likely to favor 
policies that call for immediate public notification. Exposure to nonlethal scenarios, which were 
more commonly reported, shows they maintain support for policies that enhance supervision. 
The mediation analysis demonstrates that threat perception is the pivotal factor through which 
exposure translates into policy support, aligning with earlier studies on the emotional effects of 
violent events (Canetti et al., 2017; Gross et al., 2017). 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
In essence, Snider et al. (2021) provide important insights into how media portrayals of 
cyberattacks can modify public attitudes toward cybersecurity policies. Their research 
emphasizes that support for government intervention is largely affected by the type of threat and 
the intensity of the fear it causes. This study highlights the need for policymakers to consider 
public perception when creating cybersecurity legislation and suggests that future work examines 
whether these responses are lasting and applicable to other national contexts. 
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