
ANALYSIS OF SOCIETAL INFLUENCES ON NATO'S CYBER DEFENSE POLICY 

​ Today, I will be doing an analysis of the social implications of NATO's 2024 cyber 

defense policy. The reason for this analysis is that even though NATO’s cyber defense strategy is 

for protecting its member states and their civilians there may be unforeseen societal effects as a 

result of it whether it be negative or positive, it is also possible that the reverse could be true and 

that societal factors lead a role in the development of NATO’s cyber defense plan. So in an effort 

to learn and understand the possible pros and cons of this cyber policy's effects on our society or 

our societies effects on NATO’s cyber plan we will be going over a few things. The starting 

sub-subject we will be going over is the possible social factors that may have caused the need for 

this policy, the social consequences this policy may arise, Cultural/subcultural influences on the 

policy, and lastly the conclusion of the findings we found today. Now let us begin with our first 

sub-subject “social factors”.  

​ With the rapid growth of technology, especially digital technology, it has become more 

and more important that we gain access to better, more sophisticated defenses against digital 

threats, especially those that can pose an existential crisis to the public. With cyber threats like 

this looming over our heads it shouldn't be surprising when the people start to call for greater 

cyber defense capabilities to ensure their countries safety from cyber attacks especially when 

those attacks could possibly bring down an entire county by targeting critical infrastructure. 

Cyber warfare is also causing a mass concern for people's privacy online and offline(NATO PA, 

2025), which all factors into the public pushing for more attention being paid to gain a better deal 

to security against cyberattacks whether it be spyware, ransomware, or your typical malware 

attack. Now that you understand one of the leading societal factors in NATOs attempt to bolster 



its defense against cyber warfare,  let us go on to the possible social consequences that this 

policy might bring about.  

​ Now with there being pressure from social groups to build a better security against cyber 

threats there will also come certain consequences that will follow. One being that with this new 

development of better cyber security the public may be faced with possible government 

overreach under the guise of digital protection. This is especially a concern with NATOs cyber 

defense policy also stating that they wished to use advanced AI and machine learning to scan for 

cyber threats which may further reduce civilian digital privacy online or maybe even offline to 

some extent(Murray et al., 2023). Now that you know of the potential societal consequences this 

digital defense strategy may bring, let us now continue on to how cultural and subcultural 

influences have shaped NATO'S defense policy.  

​ Now to begin, let's first start off with the cultural influences that have shaped this cyber 

defense policy. The main cultural influences within NATO that had a hand in shaping what this 

cyber defense policy would be is simply NATOs main ethos to mutually support member states 

with defense, which not only applies to physical threats to member states but also digital threats 

as well. Now for the subculture that helped shape this policy would be NATOs underlying need 

to improve its security standards in an effort to keep up deterrence from hostile nation states and 

the only way to do this is to advance their own digital security technology and techniques(Piper, 

2024).  

​ In conclusion, the societal factors that lead to the creation of NATO’s 2024 cyber defense 

policy is the going concern over cyber attacks within our ever growing technological society and 

the need for more advanced technologies and techniques to deal with these fast evolving cyber 

threats. The consequences that occurred as a result of this policy's creation is the possible 



overreach by the government, which could lead to a loss of privacy for the public not only online 

but possibly also offline as well. The cultural and subcultural influence that played a role in this 

policy is NATO’s responsibility to provide a mutual shield amongst its member states to protect 

the entire alliance from attack, which also includes cyber attacks. This meant in order for NATO 

to properly maintain deterrence against adversary nations it needed to develop a way to better 

defend itself against cyber attacks which led to the making of NATO cyber defense policy to 

guide the alliance in the right direction to develop and deploy more secure and effective cyber 

security tools.  
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