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Abstract
This article review will go over “Cyberattacks, cyber threats, and attitudes toward cybersecurity policies” from the Journal of Cybersecurity. It investigates how individuals respond to cyberattacks and how their reactions can mold how they feel about government cybersecurity policies. By combining technical aspects of cyber defense and social sciences like psychology and public policy, the research was able to break down the human side of cyber security. These findings showed that individuals who have been cyberattacked have increased support for cybersecurity policies. Overall, the research provides a more human centered perspective on what is often seen as only a technical issue.














Article Review #1: Technology and how it shapes us
Cybersecurity is usually treated like only a technical subject, but this study was able to show how it is a social issue as well. This article really connects to principles of social sciences since it focuses on how people react when faced with cyber threats. The researchers studied how being threatened influenced peoples’ psychology and impacted their political opinions. It also relates to sociology, since it breaks down public opinion and how groups respond to risks. Political science is also involved because the study looks at government actions and how policies change in response to cyberthreats
Research question and variables
The research question in the article focused on how “Does exposure to cyberattacks influence public support for intrusive cybersecurity policies?” (Snider, Shandler, Zandani, & Canetti, 2021) and if different types of attack create different levels of support. The authors wanted to know if fear of threats was the cause of these relationships and they hypothesized that people who saw a cyberattack would be supportive of stricter policies, and more lethal attacks would have stronger support than nonlethal attacks. There are a couple variables within this study, for independent variables that looked at the type of cyberattack exposure, if it was lethal or nonlethal. For dependent variables, they looked at the support for cybersecurity policies. Specifically, there are three categories they looked at which are prevention, alert, and oversight.
Type of research method used
The research method the authors used was a controlled randomized survey experiment. This study included 1,022 Israeli participants who were randomly assigned to three different groups (Snider, Shandler, Zandani, & Canetti, 2021). The groups included: Lethal cyberattack exposure, Nonlethal cyberattack exposure, and a control group. The lethal cyberattack exposure group watched a video of a cyberattack that had a deadly outcome, while the nonlethal group watched a video showing economic harm, and then the control group didn’t watch anything. Each group completed a pre- and post-survey, which answered questions about their attitudes to cybersecurity along with relevant sociodemographic information (Snider, Shandler, Zandani, & Canetti, 2021).
Types of data and analysis
	Some of the data they analyzed includes survey responses about support for policy measures, perceived threats, and past experience regarding cyberattacks. The authors applied statistical techniques such as factor analysis which separated opinions of cybersecurity policies into the three categories: prevention, alert, and oversight. Then they used ANOVA tests that examined the differences between the groups. Lastly, they ran a structural equation model to test whether threat perception was served as a mediator between the exposure and policy support. The results showed individuals in the lethal attack group were more likely to support alert policies, while nonlethal group supported oversight policies. Overall, the data was able to confirm that perceived threats predicted stronger support for stricter cybersecurity policies (Snider, Shandler, Zandani, & Canetti, 2021).
Concepts that relate to class PowerPoint
The study also relates to many concepts from the class. One example is risk perception, the article does a good job of explaining the different reactions of cyberthreats, even if the attack does not directly affect them. Neutralization Theory is also related in a sense that people will justify stricter cybersecurity policies if someone gets hurt but the nonlethal group might rationalize less strict policies using the denial of injury theory. The article also ties to the concept of security versus privacy tradeoff, as participants were more willing to give up more freedoms when the threat was higher.
How the topic relates to marginalized groups
This article is also able to highlight important societal concerns for marginalized groups. One limitation the authors noted was that ultra-orthodox Jewish participants were not used since it was an online survey (Snider, Shandler, Zandani, & Canetti, 2021). Marginalized communities are often disproportionately impacted by intrusive cybersecurity policies. Groups such as minorities, immigrants, and political activists, already receive heavier surveillance and usually lack resources to have good digital privacy. This makes them vulnerable to cyber threats and government overreach. 
Contributions of the study to society
This research produces many important contributions to society. It shows that cybersecurity is not only a technical issue but is a social and political challenge too. They show how exposure to cyberattacks can change individuals’ attitudes towards policies. The authors were also able to demonstrate how fear can shape public support for policymakers. However, the research also warns against solely relying on fear-based responses, pushing societies toward overly intrusive surveillance.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the article shows how influential cyberattacks are on people not only through technology but also through their psychology.  The researchers found that people who were exposed to lethal cyberattacks were more supportive of strict cybersecurity policies and that this support was driven by perceived threat. Types of attacks also mattered, since lethal attacks increased support of alert policies while nonlethal supported oversight policies. The study connects to major principles of social science, demonstrates how public opinion and government policies are shaped by perceived threats. By highlighting the relationships, they provide insight into the balance between security and privacy. That battle is a constant push and pull, as societies try to protect their citizens from cyberthreats while still preserving democratic freedoms that define communities.
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