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How I Would Introduce Myself Professionally
	My name is Devin Matkozich, I am a senior at Old Dominion University and am majoring in Cybersecurity. Now that I am getting closer to graduating at the end of Fall 2026, I am realizing that while my college life is coming to end but the next Cybersecurity chapter of my life is starting. I am hoping I will get the opportunity to apply what I have learned from college to my professional career. The last couple of years I have spent at university, I have gained interest in multiple different areas of cybersecurity and enjoyed seeing how many of them work together to reach the same goal. That goal is protecting as many people as possible.
	With my classes I became more knowledgeable about topics like operating systems, network security, and other cybersecurity tools. I believe these subjects will help me with challenges I might come across in my career. I believe that these experiences have helped prepare me for the constantly changing nature of cybersecurity. With hackers finding new exploits so often, I plan on trying to learn new skills and expanding my knowledge just as often. Now that I am getting ready to enter the cybersecurity field, I would like to find a career that lets me use my technical skills, while also satisfying my interest in helping others. 
Key Experiences That Shaped My Path
	One of the first experiences I found that helped shape my path was when I switched from Computer Science to Cybersecurity. I have always been interested in technology, and my time at college really helped narrow down what I wanted to do within the cybersphere. Computer Science helped me with the technical aspect, but I realized that I was more interested in protecting technology than really developing it. Cybersecurity also allowed me to study new topics that interested me, like cybercrime and system vulnerabilities.
	One example that altered my path was when my grandmother was victimized by a vishing scam. The scammer had pretended to be me and had told her that I was in a bad car accident and sitting in jail. The impersonator said I needed money fast so I could get bailed out so I could go to the hospital. This technique created a sense of urgency for her and was convincing enough to scam her out of thousands of dollars. These cybercriminals manipulate people like my grandmother that are caring and trusting individuals and then take advantage of them. I believe that I can help people avoid falling for similar schemes and prevent them from becoming victims in the first place. 
	However, Cybersecurity isn’t only important for elderly people; as a student learning cybersecurity I almost fell victim to a vishing scam too. I received a phone call from an official Truist number about fraudulent charges. While probing me for sensitive information I thought back about my coursework and was lucky enough attention to spot a few red flags. So instead of just giving over the information they were asking me for, I started questioning their authenticity and saw their story begin to fall apart. This reminded me how sophisticated social engineering attacks can be and how anyone can be a target of them. It also made me realize how important it was to use the knowledge I had gained from school and apply it to situations I come across in real life. 
What I Learned Along the Way
	Throughout my degree I have learned that Cybersecurity encapsulated a lot more than just protecting computer networks. While the technical knowledge I have learned is helpful, understanding threat actor’s motives are just as important. I also discovered the importance of studying how victims and offenders are using technology because that can control how cybersecurity can be helpful to them. Like the attack on my grandmother, cybercriminals can use emotions like fear and urgency to convince people to make decisions they normally wouldn’t. This has taught me that some of the best defense against cybercrime is not just secure technology but educating people about navigating online safely. 
I also learned how important it is to use my critical thinking skills when unfamiliar situations come up. When I received the vishing call, I was able to recognize subtle warning signs which helped prevent me from giving the scammers full access to my bank account. Applying what I have learned at school to a real-life situation was incredibly rewarding but also gave me confidence in the knowledge I have gained over my time at university.
Where I Am Headed
	Since I am getting closer to graduation, I am open to exploring all the different career opportunities that cybersecurity has. I haven’t figured out exactly what cybersecurity position I want, but I do know I would like to find a career that uses the knowledge that I have learned from university so I can help others. I am also interested in any job that involves preventing cybercrime or investigating cyber threats, and even possibly a role where I can educate others on cybersecurity. 
As of now I don’t know exactly what direction I want to go with my career, but I am excited to enter this next chapter in my life. With my experiences and schooling, I feel that they really helped me shape what type of professional I want to become. My hope is that wherever my career takes me, I get to use my skills to help make being online safer and help prevent more people from becoming victims.  
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