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String by Sarah Hammond is a modern take on ancient mythology. The play revolves around the 

three Fates—Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos—who control every human being's life threads from 

their office in the sky. Their job is to control the strings that determine when and how each 

person lives and dies, ensuring perfect order and balance. However, their structured world begins 

to unravel when Atropos, the Fate in charge of cutting the strings of life, begins to question her 

role and becomes fascinated by the concept of love. This curiosity triggers a series of events that 

force the sisters to confront emotions they were never meant to feel. As chaos spreads throughout 

their system, the play delves into the conflict between control and freedom, fate and choice, 

immortality and humanity. 

Despite their divine status, the three main characters—Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos—represent 

different aspects of human nature. Clotho, who weaves the threads of life, is upbeat and 

optimistic. She frequently represents creativity, fresh starts, and the wonder of creation. Lachesis, 

the middle sister who measures each thread's length, is rational and responsible. She represents 

structure, order, and logic—the balance that ensures their world runs smoothly. Atropos, the 

person who cuts the threads, is more serious and introspective. She represents death and finality, 

but in Hammond's version, she is also the most humane. Her growing interest in love and 

emotion fuels the play's conflict and reveals her desire to understand what makes mortal life so 

meaningful. 

Atropos' journey forms the emotional core of String. As she interacts with humans and begins to 

experience emotions for herself, she realizes that love and pain are inextricably linked. This 

realization tests her understanding of purpose and control. Hammond uses Atropos' experience to 
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investigate how emotions, particularly love, bring both chaos and beauty into life. The play 

argues that, while human life is fragile and unpredictable, its imperfections are what make it 

valuable. By the end, the sisters are forced to accept that perfection and control are illusions and 

that the meaning of life stems from its unpredictable nature and emotional depth. 

String's style strikes a balance between humor and philosophical depth. The office setting 

provides an effective contrast between the divine task of controlling human fate and the mundane 

frustrations of everyday work life. Hammond's writing is full of witty dialogue and modern 

references, making ancient mythology feel fresh and current. The play's blend of myth and 

modernity encourages audiences to reflect on their own lives and choices. It demonstrates that 

even powerful beings like the Fates struggle to understand love, purpose, and the passage of 

time, just like humans. 

In conclusion, Sarah Hammond's String employs mythology to tell a deeply human story about 

love, control, and the search for purpose. Through the characters Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos, 

Hammond investigates how curiosity and emotion can disrupt order while also leading to growth 

and understanding. The play reminds the audience that life's flaws and uncertainties are what 

make it beautiful. String teaches that in a world obsessed with control, it is sometimes best to let 

go and feel. 

 

 


