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Engaging Instruction Artifacts

Engaging instruction in the classroom is crucial for a healthy and effective classroom and

learning environment. When students are not actively engaged they will become distracted. It is

not enough just to call on students that actively raise their hands. Typically only a handful of the

same students will raise their hand every time. It is good that these students are engaged but it is

not a true representation of the understanding of the entire class.as teachers we must find ways to

actively engage the entire class.

Engaging students in the classroom is vital for the learning process. When students are

engaged they are more open to learning. Disengaged students lose focus and get off task, these

students are going to learn less and struggle more when compared to their peers that are actively

engaged. The Himmele and Himmele (2017) states “A study conducted in four North Texas

schools, with 211 5th grade English language learners (ELL’s), found that those who attend the

two TPT-practicing schools outperformed those in the two non-TPT-practicing schools on

standardized reading tests.”(pg. 4). Engaging students in the classroom promotes learning and

growth.

Having good classroom management requires constant care. According to the Milner

text, there are four main elements of effective instruction for classroom management; critical

reflective practices, building class community, positive forming of content, and high student

engagement in content. High student engagement is key for good classroom management.

Engaging the class will keep morale high and will help students learn and grow. It will help bring

the class closer together and, in-turn, will promote good behavior and good learning habits.
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Artifact #1: Interactive Bulletin Board

For my first interactive artifact I chose an interactive bulletin board. Bulletin Boards are

versatile and are left completely up to the imagination. I like that I can change the concept and

content to whatever is currently being focused. I also enjoy that it can also act as an interactive

decoration in the classroom. Students are constantly told not to touch things in the classroom. I

like that the bulletin board can be used as an interactive tool for classroom engagement.
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This is an interactive bulletin board I designed as a project in my general music education

class. The concept I decided to choose was the musical alphabet. For this board, students will use

the musical alphabet to form different words. The music notes have letters of the musical

alphabet on the front and velcro on the back. The students will take the letters either off of the

staff or out of the pouches and place them on the white strip at the top of the board to form

words. I have also added A leader board (that is optional) for students who spell the most words.

I would use this activity at the end of class, when the students are becoming antsy and

restless. It will give the students a fun and low stakes opportunity to learn together. The optional

leader board I added because some students and classes enjoy healthy competition because it can

help push and encourage the students. I made the leader board optional because I know from

experience that competition does not help every student. This bulletin board is the first one I

have designed and I will be designing more.

Artifact #2: Concert Reflection

In middle and high school music programs all attention and effort shifts away from the

fundamentals and towards performing. Students rehearse the same music for months so that they

can put on a good concert. In all of the time spent in rehearsals, students rarely have time to look

back and reflect. Concert reflections are the perfect way to build-in self reflection into the music

classroom.
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In my ten years of performing with ensembles in an educational setting I have written

many concert reflections. Every teacher I have had has their students write their reflections a bit

differently. Some teachers would have the class sit down, the next rehearsal after the concert and

discuss (by raising hands) what went well and what did not. I found flaws with this because not

every student will be engaged and have something to say.

I have decided to use a rubric and format from North Central College. I chose this rubric

because it asks the students to write down their reflection the day after the concert. I also like

that this rubric provides questions for the student to answer. I enjoy that this reflection is a bit

more guided than other concert reflection methods I have seen.
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Artifact #3: Song Ice-breakers

I learned and experienced this technique first hand in my elementary observations.

In elementary school students sit for hours in their homeroom classes learning and

working hard. By the time they get to music class (which usually only happens once a

week per class) they are rowdy and just want to have fun. The students would sing and

dance in their seats but they were all engaged.

Every month the teacher would choose a new song they related to the topics being

discussed in class that month. The teacher greets the students in the hallway while

singing a welcome song of their choosing while the students find their seats. The teacher

would then put the song and lyrics up on the board for students to sing and follow along.

This technique is a good way to segue the kids from class to music class.

Songworks Education Association has a collection of songs for this exact purpose.

I enjoy their songs because they also include different games and lessons that you can use

with songs to cover different topics. You can get many uses out of one song and they

have a wide selection of different songs. Students learn the songs quickly and are very

excited to learn and play all of the games that go along with them. The students are

engaged and learning.
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