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Relationship Building Activities

The Marzano(2003) states that “If a teacher has a good relationship with students, then

students more readily accept the rules and procedures and the disciplinary actions that follow

their violations. Without the foundation of a good relationship, students commonly resist rules

and procedures along with the consequent disciplinary actions.”. The foundation of a well

managed classroom is the teacher- student relationships. These bonds that we create with our

students are an integral part of holistic education, good classroom management, and being able to

more effectively teach our students.

Artifact #1: Creating Sure-Fire Song Games with Children

For this artifact I chose a method that I have seen in action. In my elementary observation

my cooperating teacher used this with her students to help recall rules and games from the year.

The students had a blast breaking off into small groups. I also like this method because you can

let the students pick the song, they get to work together to create a fun new game for the whole

class. This helps bring the students closer together and helps the teacher get a better

understanding of what the students have learned. This is a fun game that gets the students

thinking critically and working together.
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Artifact #2: Ice Breaker songs

The icebreaker song is notorious in music classrooms. It is a simple and easy way to get

to know a little bit about your students. Unfortunately this is only really useful at the beginning

of the year. Having students singing from the moment they walk through the door helps the

students transition between classes, especially young students who struggle with readjusting.

Singing into the classroom also helps signify that it is time for music and that it is time to listen

and sing together. There are many different ice breaker songs but I chose one of my favorites

from my highschool.
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Artifact #3: “Who Am I?” Activity

I came across this activity while researching activities for this assignment. I have never seen it

used and I have not used it before. This artifact is a worksheet that asks the student

professional personal questions. This worksheet will help the teacher learn more about

their students. The information gathered can be used to help you tailor your lessons to

your students' interests. Using the information gathered from the worksheet in your

lesson will help you more actively engage your class.
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