The Influence of Europe’s Data Privacy Laws, on Businesses; A Comprehensive Look

into GDPR, in the US.

The rise of technology and the digital era has brought about conveniences and
advancements for society. However, with these benefits also come concerns surrounding data
privacy. In today’s interconnected world the collection and use of data have become
commonplace leading to questions about the implications of data handling and the necessity for
strong privacy regulations. One significant development in this field is Europe’s implementation
of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in 2018. GDPR marks a stride in protecting
individuals’ personal information and granting them control over how their data is processed and
utilized. The rapid growth of technology and the digital era has brought about conveniences and
advancements for society. However, alongside these benefits there is a pressing concern
regarding data privacy. In today’s interconnected world the collection and use of data have
become commonplace, raising questions about how data is handled and the need for strong
privacy regulations. Europe took a step in addressing this with the introduction of the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in 2018. GDPR represents an approach to protecting
individuals’ personal information and giving them control over how their data is processed and

utilized.

Palmer’s case revolves around whether the United States should adopt an approach by
implementing privacy laws like those found in the GDPR. As instances of data breaches and
misuse of information continue to make headlines concerns about data privacy have grown
policymakers and lawmakers to act. This analysis examines whether it would be morally
justifiable for the United States to adopt Europe’s privacy laws drawing insights, from

frameworks proposed by Zimmer and Buchanan. In this context this paper will explore Zimmer’s



concept of "Informational Privacy," which emphasizes individuals rights to manage their data. In
addition, it will explore utilitarianism as discussed by Buchanan, which aims to maximize
happiness and minimize suffering for the majority. By applying these principles to the issue of
data privacy regulations we can determine whether the United States should indeed follow

Europe’s example in implementing privacy laws.

The need for privacy regulations arises from the increasing interconnectedness and vast
amount of data collected by companies and organizations. The Equifax data breach serves as an
example of the consequences when personal information falls into the hands. Millions of
individuals were exposed to identity theft and financial fraud raising concerns about data security
and the moral responsibilities of entities entrusted with information. Considering these
challenges this paper will argue that ethical considerations, guided by Zimmer’s concept of
"Informational Privacy " along with Buchanan’s perspective on utilitarianism support the
adoption of European privacy laws, in favor of the United States. Emphasizing autonomy and
wellbeing, such legislation would not safeguard personal data but also contribute to societal
welfare by preventing harm and fostering trust. As we enter an era dominated by technology and
data implementing privacy laws becomes an obligation to ensure a responsible and secure digital
future. Zimmer’s idea of "Informational Privacy" offers a framework to evaluate the
consequences of data privacy laws and regulations. At its core informational privacy
acknowledges people’s right to manage their data ensuring they have knowledge about how their
information is collected, utilized, and shared. This concept emphasizes the significance of

transparency, consent, and individual independence when handling data.

When we apply Zimmer’s concept to the adoption of Europe’s privacy laws in the United

States it highlights the role of safeguarding individuals’ personal data from unauthorized access



and misuse. The Equifax data breach stands as a warning illustrating the outcomes that can result
from failing to protect sensitive information. This breach exposed millions of consumers’
personal and financial details making them vulnerable to identity theft and financial fraud. By
embracing privacy laws to Europe’s GDPR regulations the United States would address the core
principles of privacy. Comprehensive privacy rules would provide individuals with control over
their data empowering them to make informed choices regarding its usage. Transparency
requirements would compel organizations to communicate their data practices allowing

individuals to exercise their autonomy in deciding how their information is managed.

Furthermore, Zimmer’s idea highlights the responsibility of organizations that collect
data to prioritize the wellbeing and interests of individuals. It is the duty of companies managing
information to safeguard their customers data, against breaches and unauthorized access. By
adhering to privacy laws do not do they protect individuals’ privacy but also build trust and
confidence in their businesses enhancing their reputation and credibility. One crucial element of
Zimmer’s concept is obtaining consent. Inspired by the GDPR, privacy laws now require explicit
consent from individuals before collecting and processing their data. This ensures that people
have all the information to make decisions about their data promoting respect for their autonomy
and privacy. However, implementing GDPR regulations in the United States comes with
challenges and complexities. The country’s vast size and diverse legal landscape can present
obstacles in achieving consistency and compliance across states. Additionally, businesses may
raise concerns about the costs associated with implementing data protection measures.
Nevertheless, these challenges should not overshadow the obligation to protect individuals’

informational privacy. Zimmer’s concept serves as a reminder that privacy's a human right;



therefore, safeguarding personal data should be a top priority, for both governments and

businesses alike.

Utilitarianism as advocated by Buchanan offers another perspective to consider when
examining whether the United States should adopt Europe’s privacy laws. This ethical theory
focuses on the consequences of actions. Aims to maximize happiness while minimizing suffering
for the majority. From a standpoint there are reasons to support the implementation of
comprehensive privacy laws like the GDPR in society. Data breaches and privacy violations
have reaching effects resulting in losses emotional distress and a loss of trust in institutions.
These negative consequences cause unhappiness and suffering for those affected, well as
potential economic and societal impacts. By enforcing privacy regulations, the United States
could effectively reduce the likelihood and severity of data breaches thus preventing harm to a
number of individuals and businesses. Implementing data protection measures would also instill
confidence in consumers encouraging them to participate freely in digital activities and

transactions. This increased level of trust would contribute to happiness and overall, wellbeing.

Moreover, comprehensive privacy laws would enhance stability by protecting businesses
from data breaches and legal liabilities. The financial repercussions of data breaches and privacy
violations can be significant affecting not the organizations involved but their employees and
stakeholders. By preventing incidents businesses can thrive in an atmosphere of trust and
security leading to economic outcomes and greater societal wellbeing. Nevertheless, critics of
utilitarianism often express concerns about conflicts of interest and the risk of prioritizing the
majority happiness at the expense of minority rights. In relation to privacy laws some argue that
strict regulations could burden businesses with compliance costs potentially resulting in

consequences for small enterprises and startups. To address these concerns, it is crucial to adopt



an approach. Utilitarianism suggests evaluating the impact of privacy laws on society
considering both the benefits of increased privacy protection and potential costs to businesses.
Policymakers should aim for a solution that maximizes societal wellbeing while minimizing any

effects on businesses and the economy.

Furthermore, utilitarianism also underscores the significance of considering long term
consequences when assessing the impact of privacy laws. While initial compliance costs may
raise concerns, enhanced data security and increased consumer trust can lead to long term
advantages for businesses and society. According to Buchanan utilitarianism offers a
consequentialist approach, to assessing the implications of adopting Europe’s privacy laws in the
United States. This ethical theory suggests that actions should be evaluated based on their
outcomes with the aim of maximizing happiness and minimizing suffering for the majority. By
applying utilitarianism to privacy laws, we can examine the advantages and disadvantages of
legislation for both individuals and society. From a perspective implementing privacy laws like
the GDPR can be viewed as morally beneficial due to the potential positive results it may bring.
Instances of data breaches and violations of privacy can lead to harm for individuals, including
losses, emotional distress, and feelings of vulnerability. By enforcing privacy regulations, it is
likely that the United States would reduce the frequency and severity of data breaches thereby
protecting individuals from the consequences associated with such incidents. This reduction in

harm would contribute to happiness and wellbeing within society.

Furthermore, robust privacy laws have the potential to cultivate trust and confidence, in
environments encouraging individuals to engage more freely in digital activities. When people
feel assured that their personal information is safeguarded, they are more inclined to utilize

services conduct transactions and actively participate in the digital economy. Increased activity



in sectors can have effects on the economy benefiting businesses, employees, and consumers
alike. This contributes to happiness and prosperity for society. When it comes to decision making
utilitarianism emphasizes the importance of considering the long-term outcomes of actions.
While implementing privacy laws may initially come with compliance costs for businesses, the
long-term advantages of data security and consumer trust can outweigh these short-term
expenses. By prioritizing data protection businesses can establish reputations leading to

increased customer loyalty and repeat business. This contributes to the wellbeing of society.

However, it is crucial to acknowledge challenges that may arise when implementing
laws. Critics argue that a utilitarian approach might overlook the rights and interests of minority
groups by focusing on maximizing happiness for the majority. Some may also raise concerns
about privacy regulations burdening businesses, startups, or industries heavily reliant on data
processing. To address these concerns effectively a balanced and nuanced regulatory approach is
necessary. Utilitarianism allows for considering tradeoffs where policymakers carefully weigh
the benefits of increased privacy protection, against any consequences. The goal is to ensure

happiness and wellbeing while safeguarding the rights and interests of all stakeholders involved.

In summary it is crucial to consider the implications of whether the United States should
adopt Europe’s new privacy laws. When examining this matter through Zimmer’s concept of
"Informational Privacy " we can understand the significance of safeguarding individuals’ data
and ensuring transparency and consent in how data handled. From a perspective as argued by
Buchanan it becomes clear that prioritizing happiness and minimizing suffering suggests that
implementing strict privacy regulations can bring positive outcomes for society. By embracing
privacy laws, the United States would demonstrate its commitment, to responsibility and respect

for individuals’ privacy rights. While we must acknowledge challenges such as compliance costs



and protecting minority rights, following Europe’s lead in data privacy can pave the way towards
a secure, trusted and ethically sound ecosystem. This presents an opportunity for the United

States to showcase its dedication to principles and societal wellbeing.
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