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I wasn’t too sure taking these extra classes that did not in any way seem necessary or relatable to Cybersecurity. I originally did not give much thought to the Interdisciplinary tag. I just knew I was going to have to a lot of writing and research. I like to think I am good at writing, so that would be fairly straight forward. I, as most of us probably do, proofread our work before we turn it in. In the discipline of editing, especially our peers, though, is an area I had not been subjected to until now. Creative writing is something I like to do, and there have been a few classes have definitely made that discipline come to life. Philosophy is an academic discipline that exercises reason and logic in an attempt to understand reality and answer fundamental questions about knowledge, life, morality and human nature. As part if the curriculum, I understand how it fits in, it gave me a different understanding of myself.
Creative writing educates students on basic elements of fiction, as well as the importance of character, scene and plot. Creative writing is strongly connected with the disciplines of literature, philosophy and communications; and play a role within most of the degree curriculum I am in. Through the classes in the Interdisciplinary Studies, the writing I have had to do has made me more insightful of the ideas on growth, both personally and professionally. In my Navy career, we always had the freedom to become whatever we wanted, with hard work and perseverance, anything is possible. The same applies to college, and life; being able to see the creations we make help in rounding out our human character.
Editing is not easy. Probably, like most people, I am my own worst critic. It is what drives me to do better. Having to read over and critique other peoples’ works are difficult too. Not only do you have to be careful in not being emotional about the ideas, but being more open to understanding the writers; point of views is important. Peer-editing is beneficial to students as it increases their awareness of the complex process of writing, it improves their knowledge of and skills in writing and helps them become more autonomous in learning. Data analysis however, discloses that peer-editing practice may have adverse effects on students’ motivation and improvement in writing if they are not deployed properly.
Cyber security is of increasing in importance for individuals, businesses, and nation states. Yet the ethical and social aspects of cyber-security are not well understood. With the increase of internet use worldwide and the rise of the 'digital generation', the future evolution of this area is becoming important from a philosophical, and political and legal perspective. A key question is the sort of digital society that we want. Hence, the evolution of the internet and its security poses new questions for social philosophy, ethics, personal identity and epistemology. Philosophers will benefit from a better understanding of the current state of security in cyber space and the capabilities of modern surveillance tools, the structure of the underground economy, attack tools and malware. Practitioners will benefit from philosophical reflection on various aspects of cyber security where these inform action plans in security planning, incident response, and policy development.
When starting this journey at NVCC, my main idea was to get into information technology. I took many programming classes, and found myself intrigued about bi and bytes and how simple instructions can manipulate computers to do our bidding. Through the journey, classes that I have taken have shaped and molded my thinking a bit more than I had planned; (well I didn’t really have a plan per se...) I am happy where I have landed and it has become more apparent through the IDS programs that I am exactly where I need to be. Sometimes life doesn’t go like we think or want, but having the tools to cope is important. Finding out about yourself, being more open minded and learning as much as we can will make our future bright and boundless. The curriculum, and this class, has brought me some challenges, but I have persevered, and thankfully put the disciplines I have learned to use, and keeping my foot on the gas from here, I will bring with me these tools for future battles. 
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