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Early Academic Aspirations: Starting in Civil Engineering
At the time I started my undergraduate studies at Old Dominion University (ODU) in Norfolk, Virginia, I had not thought of becoming a Cybersecurity major. My other major choice, which I had initially planned, was in civil engineering, because I was interested in structures and solving real world problems that are not abstract. I was also confident about my direction, just like many freshmen that were coming in. Civil engineering appeared to be rational, it was realistic, respected and was known to me. I was not exposed to computer systems or digital security much then, so I thought that a career in technology was something I wasn’t interested in.
However, as I began taking courses, and started to participate in various activities on campus, I realized something: I was more drawn to technology than to construction, just because of my interest in it. I had a desire to learn how systems operated, not only the physical systems but also the online system. This gradual change of interest was the basis of a decision which would alter the course of my academic and professional life.
Discovering Cybersecurity at ODU
I was first introduced to the field by taking introductory course work at ODU in computer hardware, networks and Linux systems. These courses made me realize the invisible handiwork of the technology we use daily. I felt interested to know how networks were interconnected globally and how insecurity could pose a threat to not only an individual, but the whole organization.
The Cybersecurity, Technology, and Society course in specific left a new perspective on me. I understood that the issue of security was not only technical but also it was closely related to human behavior, morality, and world politics. This interdisciplinary perspective appealed to me since it demonstrated to me that cybersecurity was not only about machines but also about people, systems, and even national interests.
What started out was curiosity gradually developed into passion. I began to imagine myself in the positions where I would prevent cyberattacks, handle the risks, and help maintain the safety in the organizations. To me that was much more exciting and meaningful than civil engineering ever had been.
Hands-On Experiences and Work Opportunities
I engaged in jobs and activities outside of the classroom that were not directly related to cybersecurity, though it enabled me to gain transferable skills.
Securitas Security officer (2024): 24-hour patrol and entry control points (ECPs): I was taught the necessity of situational awareness, entry control procedures and vigilance. Although this was physical security, I started to draw similarities with digital security- both involve maintaining the security of the assets, keeping an eye on threats and reacting immediately when something appears suspicious.
Harris Teeter Grocery Store (2022–2023): Once again, on the surface, the position of a cashier and the job in the meat department does not seem to have anything in common with cybersecurity. Nevertheless, these positions enhanced my focus and attention to details, service performance and pressure management. Being able to package products properly or to make correct transactions, I developed habits of accuracy that are vital in cybersecurity activities such as log monitoring or system configuration.
Project Manager Role (2022): This job entailed me delegating duties, examining project needs, and evaluating solutions. It provided me with beneficial leadership and organizational experience that has proven to be crucial in the process of team projects in cybersecurity courses.
All these occupations helped me develop, strengthening the leadership skills, communication skills, and accountability skills. As I went, I found that my life, varied as it was, was training me towards a profession such as cybersecurity, where collaboration, critical thinking, and flexibility are essential.
Campus Involvement and Mentorship
Another turning point was my engagement in The Summit, which is a student organization at ODU. Through attending technology related gatherings and mentoring of my colleagues, I created a sense of confidence in my capability to learn and teach technical skills. Teaching concepts to others enhanced my personal learning, and I realized the team aspect of cybersecurity.
The Summit has also helped me to realize how crucial mentorship and professional networking is. I encountered students and professors who set an example and made me think I should take cybersecurity as a serious major, and their advice helped me realize that a change of major is not only achievable, but it is the right choice.
The reason why is cybersecurity is important to me.
What cemented my choice to become a cybersecurity specialist was the fact that the profession is a synthesis of all the things I appreciate:
Problem-Solving: As in engineering, cybersecurity involves critical thinking, only that I am not building bridges, I am securing networks and data.
Service to Others: As in my case with community service in Herndon, Virginia, cybersecurity is a service of people. Any action that I am learning to enact could save people, companies or even vital infrastructure.
Ongoing Education: Cybersecurity is a dynamic industry in which new threats emerge daily. I love keeping abreast of the trends, tools and strategies.
I also consider cybersecurity a profession that creates a physical impact on the world. As the use of technology in our lives increases, more experienced professionals are needed to protect against cybercrimes. This purpose drives me to continue learning and attain excellence.
Looking Ahead: Career Goals
At this stage, as a Cybersecurity major with a concentration in both computer hardware and software, I am concerned with the development of both my technical and practical skill sets. My short-term ambition is to get an internship where I would be able to practice what I learned in the classroom in the real world. I am interested in helping an organization maintain a security posture as well as gaining experience in the work of experienced professionals.
In the long term, I would like to become a cybersecurity analyst or penetration tester where I will be actively involved in defending systems, identifying vulnerabilities, and developing measures to decrease the risks. I also wish to keep mentoring others like I was at ODU since I suppose that the creation of strong and helpful communities is critical in such an intensive field.
Conclusion: A Path Reshaped
In retrospective, I find that there is a distinct line that connects my journey: that I was ready to adjust when I found out what I was really interested in. I started my career at ODU as a civil engineer but my life at school, my work experience in security and customer service and the activities of the student organizations showed me a new interest. I did not plan on becoming a cybersecurity professional, but I took it with great passion when I discovered how much of it matched my skills, values, and goals.
This experience has not only informed me of my academic path but also who I am as a person: I believe in growth, flexibility and service. Starting with this story, my portfolio talks about the narrative of how I discovered a calling in cybersecurity and what steps I am still making to achieve the status of a professional in the sphere.

