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Researchers can access publicly available information on breaches through sites like
PrivacyRights.org to study patterns, trends, and the broader impact of security incidents. This
data can identify common vulnerabilities and trends by analyzing breach data, including the
types of attacks such as phishing and hacking. Industries affected varying from healthcare to
retail and the scale of breaches can assist with identifying common vulnerabilities and trends.

In addition, examining the timing and frequency of breaches can reveal whether certain
times of year, such as holidays, are more prone to attacks. Information about the specific types of
data compromised, such as Social Security numbers or financial records, helps researchers
understand the most valuable targets for attackers.

Furthermore, the data authorize researchers to assess the effectiveness of various
cybersecurity measures and regulations. By comparing breach outcomes before and after policies
or industry specific standards were implemented, they can determine their success in reducing
data exposure. Ultimately, this information is crucial for developing stronger cybersecurity
practices, influencing policy decisions, and enhancing overall data protection.



