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Introduction

Misinformation can influence all parts of life. While overhearing discussions, one can piece together
realities that are not necessarily valid, or the recipient might misinterpret the message and spread that
information to other people. One can peruse content presented to be evident on the web when it is false
(Erkulwater 2022). In the news, organizations might stress how they acquire and communicate
information; albeit, they may not be, for the most part, correct in current aspects. These headways add to
how deception will obfuscate the comprehension that the public might interpret issues and act as a hotspot
for conviction and mentality arrangement (Boveda 2022). The expressions “misinformation” and
“disinformation” have been coined “Fake/counterfeit News,” characterized by researchers as
“manufactured data that imitates news media content in structure however not in authoritative interaction
or intent.”

The spread of misleading data represents a gambling risk to society. This information sometimes
comes from other articles instead of the evidence source (Ossola 2022). According to the pursuer’s
viewpoint, it appears to be information from multiple autonomous sources, implying that it is valid.
However, all the reports are based on one another (Lempert et al., 2022). For instance, distributing a piece
of misinformation that Wikipedia cited and then a paper or distribution uses that article from Wikipedia as
proof (Ossola 2022). That can be an affirmation of data by more than one publication. However, that does
not imply that all data on Wikipedia is phony. There is still a great deal of essential data on the site, and it
is continually being refreshed from time to time. However, Wikipedia is an open construction, in contrast
to the conventional reference book, where anyone can make or alter data (Lempert et al. 2022).

In this paper, | will use multiple articles to discuss the current state of misinformation, some
examples of misinterpreted topics, and the ways misinformation has been abused in the digital world.

Misinformation Today



As of late, there has been boundless worry that misinformation via online entertainment is fierce in social
orders and vote-based foundations. Many articles that have been deemed misleading by major reality
checking organizations have gone unnoticed on Facebook’s system, and two prominent fake news locales
have seen near-zero decreases in Facebook commitment since mid-2016. Fake news travels from sources
to customers through a mind-boggling biological system of sites, online entertainment, and bots. What
makes virtual entertainment so engaging is the simplicity of sharing and the wealth of knowledge
available. However, finding validated information becomes incredibly difficult when bots, fake media
sites, and unknowledgeable people come into play.

Topics Often Misinterpreted in Public Media

Several issues are largely misinterpreted in public media due to the spread of misinformation. While false
news articles about famous people may be harmless to society’s overall health, some central topics have
been discussed for decades and even centuries that are still misunderstood by the world due to
misinformation. Some of the articles in this section bring up those issues and how they have been
misconstrued.

To begin with, Jennifer Erkulwater’s article focuses on the legislative issues of poverty, Social
Security, and disability freedoms (2022). Erkulwater states that her current work includes comprehending
why ethnic minorities appear to be missing in banters about disability freedoms. She points out that ethnic
minorities, particularly African Americans, are bound to report clinical weaknesses more than whites, yet
major media outlets favor white people with disabilities (Erkulwater 2022). Contemplating these issues
from a political point of view, Erkulwater states that the historical backdrop of the U.S. incapacity
freedoms development is solely a background marked by white individuals. Political discussions about
disability rarely center around the typical ways minorities experience inability. Erkulwater has attempted
to figure out the cause for that silence. Her work has focused on the role that the Social Security Act has
played in characterizing disability as “white” and the methodologies of disability organizations to make a

change in the social development of individuals with disabilities (2022).
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Another topic that has been misinterpreted and often completely ignored is the mistreatment of
students of color in special education classes. According to Boveda, students of color in special education
are less likely to receive the assistance they require (2022). “When compared to white students with
disabilities, students of color with disabilities are more likely to be placed in separate classrooms”
(Boveda 2022). This act prompts lower educational results for students of color in specialized curricula,
as those students tend to perform better in math and English in standard classrooms. Boveda ends her
article with this statement: “Teaching students about the contributions that disabled people of color make
to our society emphasizes that neither race nor disability should be equated with inferiority” (2022). If
students of color with disabilities were equally represented in media as white students with disabilities,
then those students could live better lives. Although false information is not spreading in this instance, the
media ignores a critical variable and fails to bring it into the equation.

One last example of misinformation and a commonly discussed topic is climate change.
According to Lempert & Gilmore, climate change will change how we live (2022). The most recent
reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change examine changes ahead. They portray how
existing solutions can “reduce greenhouse gas emissions” and help individuals acclimate to environmental
changes that can’t be avoided. However, these arrangements aren’t being deployed efficiently (Lempert,
R., & Gilmore, E., 2022). These plans will take time to make an impact and cannot be enacted alone.
Everyone should do their part, including governments, businesses, and individuals.

Misinformation in Social Media

Social media is a primary source of news and information across the world. Unfortunately, so much
inaccurate information is found on social media that it has become difficult for individuals to separate
credible and bogus sources. “The fact that low-credibility content spreads so quickly and easily suggests
that people and the algorithms behind social media platforms are vulnerable to manipulation”
(Ciampaglia, G. L., & Menczer, F., 2021). Ciampaglia and Menczer identify three types of bias that

makes social media vulnerable to misinformation.
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The first cognitive bias they identify is brain activity. “Cognitive biases originate in the way the
brain processes the information that every person encounters every day” (2021). There is a limited
amount of information that the brain can sustain at one time before overloading. This limitation is one of
several reasons that the quality of information on social media is lacking. Next, Ciampaglia and Menczer
identify bias in society. The information people see on social media is typically influenced by the interests
of their peers or the popularity of the post. In an attempt to take advantage of this influence, bots are
created by malicious users to give their own posts traction to get noticed and prevent other users from
guestioning the authenticity of their shared information (2021). Finally, the last bias that Ciampaglia and
Menczer identify is bias within the machine, referring to algorithms. Algorithms are designed to identify
and distribute the most engaging and relevant content for individual users. Unfortunately, these
algorithms cannot determine whether the content it distributes is valid, making users unknowingly more
vulnerable to manipulation (2021).

Misinformation as a Weapon

The spontaneous war and invasion of Ukraine by Russia is a challenging situation to bear for many
individuals across the globe. However, contrary to what most may believe, this war has been in
development by Russia for fourteen years. While Putin’s reasons for invading Ukraine seem bizarre, Putin
has spent the last fourteen years “laying the rhetorical groundwork for an invasion” (Pupcenoks, J., &
Klein, G., 2022).

Russia’s relationship with Ukraine started with establishing a strategic partnership but soon
escalated to attempting to delegitimize Ukraine’s government. Russia succeeded in this effort by falsely
accusing Ukraine of atrocities and their desire to rebirth fascism. While these claims should have been a
“red flag” for individuals and countries worldwide, they were mostly ignored, despite a similar scenario
leading to Russia’s invasion of the Republic of Georgia in 2008. Putin only needed to convince Russia to
go to war with Ukraine; as long as these statements were heard throughout Russia, his plan would

succeed. As the time came for Russia to invade Ukraine, Putin expanded on his use of “anti-Ukrainian
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language,” calling Ukraine a “fascist, neo-Nazi country” and that he was seeking to “demilitarize and
denazify the country” (Pupcenoks, J., & Klein, G., 2022).

Putin’s utilization of misinformation in Russia is a significant sign that misinformation can be
dangerous when used efficiently. Putin convinced a large portion of a country to hate another country
based on his accusations alone. While Putin is known to be quite an intimidating figure, imagine the kind
of false information that some of the influential people across the world are capable of spreading.
Conclusion
Conclusively, as broad communications frameworks develop and change, misinformation will assume
significant parts as disorder entangling public comprehension and as a hotspot for conviction and
mentality arrangement and change connected with a scope of points, including governmental issues and
wellbeing. Unfortunately, several crucial problems plaguing the world are either ignored or
misrepresented in the media. Misinformation can even be used as a weapon to turn an entire country
against another. While news channels and governments are more easily held accountable for spreading
false information, social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter have millions of users, making it
almost impossible to identify and eliminate misinformation.

Whether misinformation is spread throughout social media, popular news channels, or
governments, it is the responsibility of the individuals consuming that media to research and determine

the information’s validity.
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