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Unidad 2 
Resumen gramatical 2-2 Asking questions in Spanish 

 
 
There are different ways to ask questions in Spanish. And regardless of the type of question, 
written Spanish always uses two question marks: an upside-down question mark at the 
beginning, in addition to the standard question mark at the end. 

 
Yes/No questions 

 
1. Making a statement with question intonation. Typically, your intonation falls when 

you make a statement, but you can turn that statement into a yes-no question simply by 
using rising intonation in the same sentence. 
 
Statement    Ustedes están aburridos.  You are bored. 
Question   ¿Ustedes están aburridos?  Are you bored?  
 

2. Inverting the order of the subject and the verb. 
 
¿Están ustedes aburridos?   Are you bored? 
 

3. Making a statement and adding a tag question. This type of question is typically used 
to ask for confirmation after a statement.  
 
Ustedes están aburridos, ¿verdad?   You are bored, right? 
Te llamas María, ¿no?   Your name is María, no? 
 
Most common tag questions are: ¿no?, ¿verdad? (right?), ¿sí? 
 

Open-ended questions 
 
Asking an open-ended question introduced by an interrogative word. This question type is 
typically used when requesting information and uses falling intonation. 

 
¿Cómo te llamas?   What’s your name?  
¿Qué hora es?  What time is it? 
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• Study and memorize this list of interrogative words and remember to add an accent on 

all of them. 
 

 
 

• Qué and Cuál may be translated as what and which but they are not interchangeable. 
Qué is used when asking for definitions or explanations. Cuál is used when the 
response involves a limited set of possibilities.   

 
¿Qué es la contabilidad?     What is Accounting? 
¿Qué clases tienes?        What classes are you taking? 

      ¿Cuáles son las fechas de los exámenes?   Which are the dates of the exams? 
 


