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Christmas in America vs. Christmas in Australia 
Comparison Contrast Assignment
Will a white Christmas ever happen in Australia? Short answer, probably not. While Christmas in Australia is very similar to Christmas in the United States there are some key differences to them. Christmas isn’t just a holiday to most people, it’s a time to share with family and friends. Similarities include the presence of Santa Clause and the tradition itself, the decorations, spending the time with family, and the gift giving. One of the differences between these two countries during the holiday include the weather. It's intriguing to look into the various ways that other cultures celebrate Christmas as the holiday season draws near. While there are some comparisons between Australian and American Christmas traditions, there are also definite variations that are a reflection of the cultures' diverse histories, traditions, and climates.
The weather is a big difference regarding these two countries. In America, Christmas falls in the cold winter months, in Australia, Christmas occurs in their summer season. Since Australia is on the eastern hemisphere Christmas time there is never snowy and the weather there is usually upward of 80 degrees Fahrenheit. The weather is usually hot and humid. Sometimes around December, Australia even gets heats waves. These two conditions make the two countries celebrations vary in many different ways. While in America, a white Christmas is relevant in the northern region. In Australia, Christmas occurs in summer, so logically there will never be a real white Christmas there. Australian traditions include activities such as camping during the Christmas season and a unique tradition called the Christmas bush. This Christmas bush is a “native Australian tree with small green leaves and cream-colored flowers.” The flowers on the Christmas bush blossom into a beautiful red around the season that Christmas occurs. Another way that Australian Christmas differs from American Christmas is what they leave out for Santa Claus for when he comes by their house. In the United States, milk and cookies are usually left out for Santa. But in Australia, “they leave out carrots, cake, and a cold beer for Santa to refresh himself.”
The traditional Australian Christmas feast is one of the similarities between the two countries. While Christmas dinner in the US is the traditional time the feast occurs. In Australia, the traditional feast occurs on Christmas day, around lunch time outside in the nice weather. Whereas the feast consists of seafood and prawns, meaty foods like roasted turkey or baked ham, as well as stuffed chicken, and steak. Dessert is a big variety, mainly consisting of pavlova that is meringue-based, truffles, shortbread, steamed puddings, chocolate, mince pies, and biscuits. “Aussies enjoy their food outdoors, which explains why Christmas picnic is big during summer time.” The American Christmas feast is known for occurring as a dinner most commonly on Christmas day or Christmas eve. Where the food is very similar to the food present in common American Thanksgivings. Including ham and turkey, corn puddings, a variety of casseroles, stuffing, mashed potatoes with gravy, corn, green beans, mac and cheese, cranberry sauce, rolls, and pumpkin pies. This feast is usually eaten with either generations of family or immediate family members. Unlike Christmas lunch in Australia, it is most likely that you will be ending your day with family, and loved ones. Studies have shown that Aussies tend to be less religious to the US, so that could be another reason that they have Christmas lunch. Because during that time, most families attend a religious Christmas service at a church.
Santa Claus is a similarity in these countries, but still has its differences. In Australia, Santa is known to grab a kangaroo or reindeer to help him deliver presents to houses. Children there usually leave out a cold beer, carrots, and cake. While in America children usually just leave out milk and cookies. On December 25, Christmas day like in America, Australia exchanges gifts and a meal, whether lunch or dinner. Some Australian families celebrate Christmas on Christmas eve, because of Australia being a multicultural country. The day after Christmas is relevant there as well. Boxing Day is celebrated December 26 and it was celebrated to be a holiday where the poor or tradespeople were given presents and gifts. This holiday is named what it is because the people would give away Christmas boxes. This holiday now is more well known today as a shopping holiday or special events taking place that day. Decorations is another thing that these two countries share. As many people decorate their houses and inside of houses with Christmas themed decorations like Christmas trees, candy canes, bells, reindeer, stocking, snow globes, and wreaths are well known Christmas decorations. Another comparison is caroling. Caroling might not be as popular as before, but it is still a Christmas tradition celebrated in both of these countries. Some people go caroling with their family and friend's door by door. Others might go and watch performances of caroling.
Whether you live in Australia or America, Christmas is celebrated in both countries with many similar traditions, and many different traditions. This tradition of Christmas is one of the most important holidays of the year in both of these countries because of the importance of cherishing and spending time with family.
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