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Beginning the Interdisciplinary
Research Process



I. Define the Problem



II. Justify using an
interdisciplinary approach



III. Identify relevant disciplines and choose the most relevant to the problem
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IV. 
Conduct a Literature Search



V. Develop adequacy in each relevant discipline

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/pedagogy-for-professional-schools-and-students/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


VI. Analyze the problem and evaluate each insight into it











VII. Identify conflicts between
insights and locate their sources



VIII. Creating Common Ground



IX. Integrate Insights

1.

2.

3.

4.



X. Produce an interdisciplinary understanding of the problem and test it

Using Repko's 10-Step Model, integrate insights from 
criminology, law, and IT to understand how AI 
improves forensic analysis while addressing privacy, 
admissibility, and technical challenges. Test this 
understanding through real-world case studies and 
simulations to evaluate AI’s effectiveness and 
compliance with legal standards. Refine the 
approach by combining these findings to enhance AI 
integration in digital forensics.
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