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Unidad 10 
Resumen gramatical 10-2 Preterite tense of irregular verbs 

 
 

• There are three main categories of irregular verbs in the preterite.  
 

1. The stem-changing -ir verbs have a stem change in the third person forms (él, ella, 
usted, ellos, ellas, and ustedes) in the preterite only. They change the e in the stem 
to an i and the o to a u, but they retain the regular -ir preterite endings. 

 
 

Other verbs that follow this pattern are: preferir, repetir, seguir, servir, vestirse. 
 

Emilia siempre sintió pasión por viajar. Emilia always felt passion for traveling.  
El bebé durmió toda la noche.  The baby slept through the night.  

 
2. A group of verbs have irregular stems in the preterite for all subjects and use the 

same set of endings for each form. 
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Some common verbs that follow this pattern are:  

 

*¡OJO! The third-person singular form of hacer undergoes a c-to-z spelling-change to preserve 
the correct pronunciation. 

**¡OJO! When a preterite stem ends with a j, such as dij- (from decir), omit the letter i in the 3rd 
person plural.  

 Pude servir como voluntaria en una clínica en Perú.   
I was able to serve as a volunteer in a clinic in Perú. 
 
Cuando empecé la universidad, quise estudiar matemática.  
When I started college, I wanted to study mathematics. 
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3. Fully irregular verbs.  

 
Note that the preterite forms of the verbs ser and ir are identical. Thus, use the context 
to identify which verb is being used. 
 
Mi especialización fue la psicología.   My major was Psychology. 
Fui a la universidad para buscar mis libros.         I went to the university to look for my  

      books.   

 


