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Unidad 16 
Resumen gramatical 16-2 Conditional tense 

 
 The conditional tense is used to talk about what could or would happen at some point, given 

certain other conditions.  
 

¿Te mudarías a otra ciudad por tu pareja? 
Would you move to another city for your partner? 

 
¿Cambiarías tu apellido al casarte? 
Would you change your name when you get married? 

 
 Just like with the future tense that can express uncertainty about the present or future, the 

conditional tense is used to make guesses about what might have happened in the past.  
 

--¿Por qué estuvo María tan triste ayer?    --No sé, quizás Raúl le echaría una bronca. 
   Why was Maria so sad yesterday?     I don’t know, maybe Raúl picked a fight with her.  

  [Literal: I don’t know, maybe Raúl would pick a 
  fight with her.] 

 
 The endings for regular and irregular verbs are the same.  

 
 To form the conditional of regular verbs, simply add the corresponding conditional ending 

directly to the infinitive.  

 
Los novios se arrepentirían de la pelea. 
The couple would regret their fight. 

 
Diego no rompería con su novia para pasar más tiempo con los amigos. 
Diego wouldn’t break up with his girlfriend to spend more time with his friends.  

 
 ¡OJO! All forms of the conditional have an accent mark.  
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 The endings for regular and irregular verbs are the same. For irregular verbs, add the endings 

to the irregular stem, which are same verbs and stems you learned in the future tense. 

 
Yo no sabría qué decir en esa situación. 
I wouldn’t know what to say in that situation. 

 
¿Qué harías tú en su lugar? 
What would you do in his place?  

 


