George B. Vaughan Leadership Award

Virginia Western Community College is pleased to announce two awards received by members of the College community at

the New Horizons Conference awards celebration on April 2 at The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center.

Joanie Bryant received the George B. Vaughan Leadership Award for Outstanding Adjunct Faculty. This award is made possible
in part by support from the George B. Vaughan Leadership Endowment Fund through the Virginia Foundation for Community

College Education.

With nearly 39 years in dentistry, Bryant has dedicated her career to patient care, mentorship,
and education. As a registered dental hygienist and Virginia Western clinical instructor for
seven years, she has guided students with the same kindness and dedication that defines her

work.

Since joining Virginia Western, Bryant has wholeheartedly embraced every opportunity to
make a meaningful impact. She is the lead teacher for Radiology Lab, teaches Office Practice
and Ethics, as well as Management of Emergencies to dental hygiene students, creating a

supportive and engaging learning environment.

“This is a well-deserved honor, and Virginia Western is so fortunate to have Joanie as part of
the Dental Hygiene Program,” said Marty Sullivan, Dean of Health Professions. "With a deep

belief in the power of care and encouragement, Joanie strives to equip her students not only

with knowledge but also with the confidence to excel in their careers.”

Joanie Bryant

About the George B. Vaughan Award

It is with heavy hearts that we at the Virginia Foundation for Community College Education
celebrate the life and legacy of George B. Vaughan, a champion for community college
education and a founding president in the Virginia Community College System.

Vaughan dedicated much of his life to education—both his own and that of others. According to
his family, he graduated from Fries High School, Emory and Henry College (BA), Radford
University (MA), did two years of doctoral work in history at the University of Tennessee, and
received a PhD from Florida State University.

With a clear understanding of how higher education could impact the life of a student and the
future generations of his or her family, he became a teacher and later a chief academic officer at
two Virginia community colleges. When the chance to reach more individuals in search of new
skills and opportunities arose, and Vaughan stepped up to lead the charge as founding
president of Mountain Empire Community College in Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

His leadership at Big Stone Gap in its early years helped to establish a solid footing for the
college as well as educational and economic growth in rural Virginia. Vaughan later moved to



Piedmont Virginia Community College where he served as president for 11 years and continued
his mission to strengthen the Commonwealth’s workforce and the economic security of its
residents by sharing his love of learning.

During his career, Vaughan was the author or editor of a dozen books and over 100 articles
regarding the history, development, and importance of community colleges. He was named one
of the most effective community college presidents in the nation and two of his books won
national awards. After leaving the presidency at Piedmont Virginia Community College, he
served as a full tenured professor at George Mason University, the University of Florida, and
North Carolina State University.

To honor his distinguished service, Vaughan’s friends and family established the George B.
Vaughan Leadership Fund with the Virginia Foundation for Community College Education in
2015. That fund supports the George B. Vaughan Leadership Award for Outstanding Adjunct
Faculty, an honor that recognizes adjunct faculty members who are making an impact with
countless students across Virginia. Fifteen adjunct faculty members have since received the
award for demonstrating the same energy and dedication to community college education as
exemplified by Dr. Vaughan.

George B. Vaughan’s family has kindly requested that memorial contributions be made to the
leadership fund in his name through the VFCCE in lieu of flowers
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