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The Effects Media has on Racism 

Thesis: The media is an influential effect on racial issues are depicted by creating shows 

that promote stereotypes and reporting ethnic crimes with minorities and white differently. 

 

The various examples of how the media deals with ethnic and race relations in the united 

States has been a reoccurring issue that has sporadically come up again and again. Several 

examples of the recurring issue of bow the news reports on racial crimes are the cases of Michael 

Brown, Eric Garner, Freddie Gray, Philando Castile, and Alton Sterling. For most part, the 

newscast follow the various crimes that were commited like how Eric Garner sold cigarettes 

illegally and was asked not to do but continued on. While other newscast bluntly just made the 

killer seem like the victim like the Trayvon Martin case did with George Zimmerman, the night 

watchman who was aquitted. Besides reporting racial crimes, the media also reinforces several 

stereotypes such as Italians are involved with organized crime and African-Americans are 

involved with gangs/hoods. There are several issues of white-washing several minority 

characters like Scarlett Johansson, who got the leading role in Japanese anime series movie 

“Ghost in the Shell”. The issue with it was that Scarlett Johansson is white while the main 

character in Ghost in the Shell is typically Japanese. The various research is important because 

we to fix how the media depicts minorities and reports ethnic and racial crimes. The 
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implications on if we don’t, it could lead to more issues of racial stereotyping, white-washing, 

and wrong reports of ethnic and racial issues in the news.  The way that I will proceed with this 

topic is to look at the research that I have gathered this last few weeks to prove my case that the 

media is very influential on racism in America.  
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