Primary articles are detailed reports of original scientific findings. They usually include sections like an introduction, methods, results, discussion, and references. All primary articles undergo peer review, in which other experts evaluate them to ensure the study was properly conducted, the results are accurate, and the subject is relevant.
Review articles are synopses of pre-established research. They provide the reader with a general understanding of a particular topic. Distinguishable from systematic reviews because these do not attempt to capture all the research on a specific topic.
If a researcher wants to share their findings with the rest of the scientific community, they must go through a lengthy system of quality checks known as the peer-review system. To start, a researcher writes a draft of the article they wish to have published in a scientific journal and submits it to the journal’s editor. If the editor believes that the article is a good fit for their journal, they will forward it to a group of experts who will review the article’s quality. The review process involves asking questions about the article, whether it is important, interesting, true, and original. When the reviewers, sometimes called referees, recommend an article, they often include revisions for the author that must be completed before publishing. The editor has the final say on whether the article is published in their journal or not. Many journals are highly selective of what articles they approve, so the rejection rate is high. The whole process of peer-review can last months or even years.

