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As my internship has continued, I have started taking on more technical responsibilities that have helped me build confidence in my abilities. One of the areas I’ve continued working on was the AI based email filtering system I previously started exploring. After spending more time looking at different emails, I became better at noticing keywords and phrases that might indicate suspicious or unwanted messages. I tried adjusting the filtering logic so that it could recognize patterns that are often used in phishing emails, spam messages, or misleading requests. Through this process, I realized how easily malicious emails can be disguised as legitimate emails. Many of them use urgent language or appear to come from trustworthy sources, which makes them harder to identify at first glance.
Working on this project helped me understand that cybersecurity is just not something that can be solved once and then forgotten. Instead, it is something that requires constant attention and improvement. As new types of threats appear, systems need to be adjusted to keep up with them. This experience helped me see how tools like AI based filters can help organizations detect risks earlier, but it also reminded me that human awareness and judgment still play an important role in recognizing unusual situations.
Another technical skill I worked on during this time was learning how to use HeidiSQL to model a simple database. I experimented with designing a structure that could help organize contacts and outreach efforts for the company. While working on this, I focused on creating a one-to-many relationship, where one record could be connected to multiple related entries. This helped me better understand how relational databases organize information and avoid unnecessary duplication of data(data redundancy). It was interesting to see how concepts I learned in my database classes could actually be applied in a real environment rather than just in assignments.
Outside of my internship responsibilities, I also had the chance to work on a few small freelance website projects that came through networking connections. These projects involved building simple websites that could work on both desktop and mobile devices. Even though this work was not technically part of my internship hours, it still helped me grow a lot as a developer. I was given expectations and a deadline, and it was my responsibility to figure out how to complete the project. In several situations I had to research new HTML techniques or troubleshoot problems when certain parts of the website did not work the way I expected.
Looking back on these experiences, I can see how much my confidence has grown since the beginning of my internship. What started as a role where I was helping with smaller tasks has gradually turned into opportunities to apply cybersecurity knowledge, technical problem-solving, and web development skills in real situations. Each new responsibility helped me learn something new and build on what I had already done.
Overall, this internship has continued to strengthen my interest in cybersecurity and technology. Being able to work on real problems, learn new tools, and apply what I have learned in school has been extremely valuable. The experience has helped me feel more prepared for future opportunities in the field and more confident in my ability to contribute to technical and cybersecurity-related work.

