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The sample data breach notification relates to both economic and social science theories. The first economics theory is Rational Choice Theory. This theory explains that businesses make decisions by comparing the costs and benefits of options. As explained in the Module 11 slides, companies must decide how much to invest in cybersecurity. In the breach letter, the company explains that its platform provider worked with a leading cybersecurity firm to remove the malware and is actively monitoring its systems. This shows the company decided to invest in stronger cybersecurity to reduce the risk of another attack and better protect customer information. 
The second economics theory is Marxian Economic Theory. This theory says that people with more power for financial gain. In the breach letter, the attackers gained access to customer names, addresses, phone numbers, and payment card information. This is an example of cybercriminals using their access to exploit other people for money. 
The breach also relates to two social science theories. The first is Determinism. Behavior is influenced by previous events. In the breach letter, the attackers placed malware on the platform provider’s servers, which allowed them to gain access to customers’ payment card information. This shows that the data breach happened because of a series of events and security weaknesses rather than occurring randomly. 
The second social science theory is Relativism. Changes in one system can affect many other systems. In the breach letter, the breach started with the platform provider, but also affected the company, its customers, financial institutions, and law enforcement. This example shows how one cybersecurity incident can impact many connected systems. 
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