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After reading this article I learned that bug bounty policies provide a successful method of improving cybersecurity and reducing spending at the same time. As described in the literature review, companies pay ethical hackers to discover and report on security vulnerabilities prior to the opportunity being exploited by malicious hackers. In addition to providing a means for organizations to gain access to skilled security researchers, particularly those who work with smaller businesses due to this estimated 4 million worldwide shortage of cybersecurity personnel, the authors stated that the diverse testing techniques used by different hackers make it more likely that vulnerabilities will be identified. 
One study mentioned in the article indicated that the average annual budget for each bug bounty program is approximately $85,000, which is less expensive than hiring two full-time software engineers, yet results in an average of 156 distinct vulnerabilities identified. 
The authors demonstrated through the discussion of the findings that bug bounty policies may benefit organizations of all sizes. Researchers determined that ethical hackers are motivated by more than just financial rewards. Many hackers desire to acquire experience, enhance their skills, and receive recognition. Additionally, the researchers found that a company’s size, revenue, or brand profile has little impact on the number of legitimate vulnerability reports received. Furthermore, research indicated that older bug bounty programs result in fewer reports since most of the easiest vulnerabilities are typically reported early in a bug bounty program. 
I believe there was a significant relationship between economics and cybersecurity depicted in this article. Companies must decide how best to utilize their resources effectively; therefore, utilizing bug bounty policies provides an efficient manner for organizations to improve their level of cybersecurity. I did not realize that hackers were motivated equally by financial compensation, learning opportunities, and recognition. Overall, I believe using bug bounty policies is one of the better options for strengthening an organization’s cybersecurity posture and assisting companies in making wise economic decisions. 
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