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The information provided by Privacy Rights Clearinghouse's Data Breach Database gives researchers an opportunity to explore patterns and trends in cyber incidents. A researcher will be able to see which companies were breached, when they were breached, and how many records were involved in the breach. Over time, researchers will be able to see that there are some industries being hit more than others with breaches, what is typically exposed like credit card numbers, passwords, etc. This will help in knowing if there are certain tactics being used by hackers.
Researchers using the information contained within this database can also research how organizations handle security breaches. Additionally, researchers can find out if implementing security best practices could possibly prevent future security breaches. The data may assist organizations in improving their Cybersecurity Policy, Employee Training, and Risk Management Strategies. Researchers can also compare the security breaches of experience by organizations in various divisions like healthcare, education, or finance to better understand what each sector is experiencing specifically. 
I believe that the two areas of Social Science that would benefit the most from this information would be Psychology and Economics. Psychology can provide researchers with ways to understand the role that human behavior plays in security breaches; these factors can affect the way employees work together as teams; and the social interaction that occurs among employees and customers. Most security breaches have occurred due to human error in either choosing a poor password, clicking on a suspicious link, or a hacker that has successfully phished an employee into providing sensitive company information. Economics can provide researchers with models to analyze the economic impact that security breaches have on organizations and individuals; such as the cost associated with recovering after a breach has occurred, potential lawsuits against the organization, and the cost to victims of identity theft. 
In conclusion, Privacy Rights Clearinghouse’s data breach database has provided researchers to obtain insight into the impacts of data breaches on society. By providing access to this data, researchers can utilize the information to advocate for improving cybersecurity practices and ultimately assist in reducing future security incidents. 
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