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I had several misconceptions before I started studying cybersecurity. I believed that hackers could type fast enough to get into any computer within minutes, just like in movies and TV shows. I also thought that most hackers worked alone. Another misconception I had was that large corporations were the primary targets of hackers, so individuals did not need to worry as much about cyberattacks. 
The Insider video reinforced what we have discussed in discussion boards and taught in module slides. Keren Elazari explained that movies and TV shows exaggerate how quickly hackers gain access to computers because they are made for entertainment. She also explained that real cyberattacks usually require planning, research, and time spent learning about a system and identifying vulnerabilities before gaining access to it. 
Now that I have completed some cybersecurity courses, I know my previous misconceptions were wrong. Hacking is much more complicated than it appears in movies. Many attacks can take hours, days, or even longer to prepare and carry out successfully. Keren also explained that successful hackers rely on their knowledge of computer systems and their ability to identify weaknesses rather than the dramatic hacking scenes often shown on television. This helped me realize that cybersecurity is much more realistic and detailed than I originally thought. 
In addition, my cybersecurity courses have taught me that individuals can also become targets of cyberattacks, not just large organizations. If people do not properly protect their personal information, they can become victims just as easily. 
As a result of studying cybersecurity, I am now much more careful about protecting my personal information and understanding how cyberattacks happen. My misconceptions have been proven wrong, and I now have a better understanding of how cybersecurity works in the real world. 
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