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Introduction

At the start of this term, | enrolled in this entrepreneurship course with a mix of curiosity and
apprehension. My initial expectation was to gain a foundational understanding of how to
transform ideas into viable businesses, particularly in the innovative field of self-driving cars.
| entered with a mindset that entrepreneurship was primarily about generating bold ideas
and securing funding, with little appreciation for the complexities of execution, resilience,
and ethical considerations. My objective was to develop business ideas for autonomous
vehicles, including a cybersecurity software solution, and learn how to pitch them effectively.
Over the term, my perspective has evolved significantly, shaped by coursework, challenges,

and a deeper understanding of what it means to be an entrepreneur.

Knowledge and Skills Development

This course has been a catalyst for both personal and professional growth, equipping me
with a robust set of skills and knowledge. | have gained a deeper understanding of market
analysis, financial forecasting, and strategic planning, which were critical in developing my
business ideas for self-driving cars. For instance, my project on a cybersecurity software
solution for autonomous vehicles required me to research the growing threat of
cyberattacks in connected vehicles and propose a scalable software model. This process
honed my ability to conduct thorough market research and identify customer pain points,

such as the need for real-time threat detection in self-driving systems.

Challenges and Overcoming Them

The term was not without its challenges, both academically and in applying entrepreneurial

concepts to my self-driving car ideas. One significant hurdle was the complexity of coming



up with a concept for a cybersecurity product that could help alleviate much of the worries
surrounding self-driving cars. Another challenge was managing self-doubt when trying to
write down all of the ideas that | had and really coming up with a solid and realistic one for a
business plan, but | think this also proved to be most rewarding, as | managed to narrow

down a lot of different ideas and got to one potentially feasible one.

Evolving Perspectives on Entrepreneurship

| gained a deeper appreciation for risk-taking and failure as integral parts of the
entrepreneurial process. The course’s emphasis on iterative idea-planning and learning
from mistakes helped me see failure not as a dead end but as a stepping stone to
innovation. My evolving perspective now includes a commitment to ethical
entrepreneurship, where innovation serves a greater societal good, such as reducing

accidents through secure autonomous systems.

Future Growth and Development Goals

Reflecting on my journey, | have identified several goals to continue my development as an
entrepreneur. First, | aim to deepen my technical knowledge of cybersecurity, particularly in
the context of artificial intelligence and machine learning, which are critical for autonomous
vehicles. | plan to enroll in online courses through Coursera on Al-driven security systems
and seek mentorship from industry professionals to bridge my knowledge gap. Second, |
want to enhance my networking skills to build connections with innovators in the
autonomous vehicle sector. | intend to attend industry conferences and join

entrepreneurship clubs to foster these relationships.



