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Looking back on my experience in ENGL 211C, I can clearly see how much my writing has 
grown since the beginning of the semester. When I first entered this class, I understood writing as 
something straightforward put ideas on paper, make them sound good, and turn them in. But this 
course showed me that real academic writing is a process built on research credibility, rhetorical 
awareness, revision, and reflection. Each assignment pushed me to think more critically, write 
more intentionally, and communicate with a level of clarity and professionalism I didn’t have 

before. 

One of the biggest areas of growth for me was learning how to use credible academic research. 
Before this class, I didn’t fully understand how much stronger a paper becomes when it is 
supported by peer‑reviewed studies, government data, and scholarly sources. Mr. Norris 

emphasized the importance of credibility, and once I learned how to navigate the ODU Library 
databases, my writing immediately became more authoritative. Instead of relying on general 

statements or assumptions, I learned to ground my arguments in evidence. This skill became the 
foundation for every major assignment that followed. 

The research proposal was the first assignment that really challenged me to think like a 
researcher instead of just a student. Choosing a topic that mattered to me engineering education 

and workforce readiness helped me stay engaged, but the proposal also taught me how to narrow 
a broad idea into a focused research question. It showed me that strong writing begins with 

strong planning. By outlining my purpose, audience, and research direction early on, I set myself 
up for a more organized and meaningful final paper. 

The annotated bibliography was another turning point in my growth. At first, I thought it would 
just be a list of sources, but it became much more than that. Annotating each source forced me to 

analyze credibility, identify key arguments, and understand how each piece of research fit into 
my larger project. This assignment taught me how to synthesize information rather than simply 
collect it. It also helped me avoid repetition and use each source strategically in my final paper. 

Writing the full research paper was where everything came together. I learned how to structure a 
long, evidence‑based argument, integrate quotations smoothly, and balance my own voice with 
the voices of experts. The peer review process helped me refine my methods section, strengthen 
transitions, and expand my analysis. By the time I finished the paper, I felt more confident in my 

ability to write academically at a college level. 



The ePortfolio assignment pushed me to think about writing differently, visually and 
professionally. Creating a digital space to showcase my work helped me understand how 

presentation, organization, and design contribute to effective communication. It also made me 
reflect on my growth as a writer and how each assignment built on the last. 

Updating my resume was another valuable part of the course. Even though I already had one, 
revising it with the skills I gained this semester made it more polished and professional. I learned 
how to highlight my strengths, present my experiences clearly, and tailor my resume toward my 

future career in engineering. 

Now, writing this final reflection, I can see how each assignment played a role in shaping me 
into a more confident and capable writer. ENGL 211C didn’t just teach me how to write a 

research paper; it taught me how to think critically, evaluate sources, communicate effectively, 
and present myself professionally. These are skills I will carry with me far beyond this class, 

especially as I continue my journey toward becoming an engineer. 

Thanks to Mr. Norris’s guidance, I now understand that writing is not just an academic 
requirement; it is a tool for learning, problem‑solving, and expressing ideas with purpose. I am 

proud of how far I’ve come, and I know the skills I gained in this course will continue to support 
my academic and professional goals. 


