
PICTURE BOOK ANALYSIS AND REVIEW 1 

 

CHILDREN'S LITERATURE PREK-8th – LIBS642 

 

Amanda D. Tumminelli 

 Old Dominion University  

Instructor: Betsy Crone 

June 18, 2023 

 

 



PICTURE BOOK ANALYSIS AND REVIEW 2 

 

Introduction 

Title: The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield 

A heartwarming picture book showcasing a bear's transformative journey influenced by music. 

The plot follows the bear, the central character, who stumbles upon a piano in the forest and 

evolves from an unskilled player to a celebrated pianist in a bustling city. Depicted through 

enchanting illustrations that blend traditional and digital art, the story unfolds in diverse settings 

from a lush forest to a metropolitan city, emphasizing themes of passion, personal growth, and 

the magic of music. 
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Book Analysis 

David Litchfield's "The Bear and the Piano" unfolds an intriguing story in the heart of an 

enchanting forest, where a bear stumbles upon a discarded piano. The rectangular medium-sized 

format of the book is indeed appealing, with an eye-catching cover illustration that immediately 

immerses the reader in the bear's extraordinary adventure. The bear, sitting in front of the piano, 

is bathed in soft beams of sunlight filtering through the forest canopy, and specks of dust add a 

dreamlike atmosphere to the scene, setting the stage for a magical tale of music and emotion. 

Imbued with a unique blend of realism and whimsy, the illustrations in "The Bear and the 

Piano" form a magical atmosphere that brings the natural world to life. The enchanting charm of 

Litchfield's artistry, the result of marrying traditional pencil and ink with digital texturing and 

coloring, exudes a warm, inviting ambiance akin to an evening fireside chat. Warm hues of 

autumnal oranges, rich browns, and mellow yellows dominate the forest scenes, creating a cozy, 

welcoming environment, in stark contrast to the solitude echoed in the city scenes, painted in 

cool blues and somber greys. This contrast in the color palette, reflective of the bear's journey 

from the serenity of the forest to the city's bustle, visually echoes the narrative's emotional 

undertones. It is the contrast in the color palette, warm hues of the forest versus cool blues of the 

city that reinforces Bang's theory on how colors can reflect the emotional undertones of a 

narrative (Bang, 2016). The flow of colors, akin to a river winding through contrasting 

landscapes, seamlessly marries the diverging realms of the bear's world, thereby enhancing the 

emotive journey Litchfield invites his readers on.  

The visual elements here not only support but also enhance the narrative. According to 

Molly Bang, simple shapes can have profound effects on the narrative (Bang, 2016), and 

Litchfield's choice of a rectangular shape, often associated with stability and order, instills a 
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sense of calm before the bear's journey unfolds. The bear's emotions - his curiosity, 

determination, loneliness, and joy - are all vividly portrayed through Litchfield's art. His use of 

lines - from the gentle curve of the bear's form to the sharp angles of the city architecture - adds 

energy to the scenes. Similarly, the combination of organic shapes of the forest with the 

geometric shapes of the city visually highlights the contrast between the bear's two worlds. The 

textures, achieved through digital media, add depth and tangibility, whether it be the rough bark, 

the bear's soft fur, or the smooth keys of the piano. This, collectively, creates a tactile and 

immersive experience for the reader.  

The artistic elements and principles of design work together to express meaning in 

picture-book illustrations. This may range from a simple representation of characters and action 

in a story to a deeper psychological interpretation of meaning conveyed through mood and 

emotions (Horning, 2010). "The Bear and the Piano" is a symphony of text and visuals, where 

each illustration adds a new layer to the story. One compelling example is a double-page spread 

where the bear, now famous, returns to his forest home, performing under a starry sky. The awe-

inspiring grandeur of the moment, the magical bond between the bear and his forest friends, and 

the palpable sense of homecoming are captured beautifully through Litchfield's use of space, 

framing, and lighting.  

"The Bear and the Piano" stands out for its emotional depth conveyed through stunning 

illustrations. A prime example is when the bear first encounters the piano. The inquisitiveness on 

the bear's face, surrounded by the soft moonlight glow and the mesmerizing silence of the forest, 

sets the tone for his impending extraordinary journey. 

In conclusion, "The Bear and the Piano" is a visual and narrative masterpiece. Litchfield's 

compelling story combined with his evocative illustrations that effectively use line, color, shape, 
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and texture, creates an immersive reading experience. The book is a harmonious blend of 

storytelling and art, exploring themes of passion, perseverance, and the transformative power of 

music, making it a worthy addition to any bookshelf. 
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Book Review 

Title: The Bear and the Piano 

Author: David Litchfield 

Publisher: Clarion Books 

Year: 2015 

Genre: Picture book, Fiction 

 

"The Bear and the Piano" is an enchanting blend of emotive storytelling and striking artwork. It 

takes the reader on a journey with a bear who discovers a discarded piano in the forest and 

ventures from his familiar surroundings to the bright city lights. The book's strength lies in 

Litchfield's evocative illustrations and a narrative that delves into themes such as passion, 

perseverance, and the transformational power of music. While the nuanced narrative may pose a 

challenge for very young readers, the compelling visuals serve as an effective guide. The literary 

and artistic qualities of the book are commendable, with a carefully crafted story and stunning 

visuals that create an immersive reading experience. While some may find the storyline complex, 

the endearing journey of the bear and the vivid illustrations are likely to captivate a wide range 

of readers. In summary, "The Bear and the Piano" is a beautifully crafted, highly recommended 

tale that skillfully combines emotive storytelling with captivating visuals. 
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