
Equitably Engaged
Designing for Accessibility in the Classroom



● Describe the basic principles of universal design for learning.

● Summarize  why UDL is important for education professionals. 

● Explore technology that supports the UDL framework.

● Apply the principles of UDL to lessons by using the described tools.

Objectives



Who am I?







children have a 
developmental disability



These children are in  your

C L A S S R O O M  -  L I B R A R Y  -  S C H O O L







● Multiple means of engagement
● Multiple means of representation
● Multiple means of action & expression

universal design for learning





everyone





Engagement
● Vary demands to optimize challenge
● Facilitate personal coping skills

Representation
● Alternatives for visual information
● Support decoding of text
● Highlight critical features & big ideas

Action & Expression
● Optimize access to assistive technology
● Graduated levels of support



Online Voice Recorder
https://online-voice-recorder.com/

● Quick, easy, and downloads MP3
● Limited to 5 minutes

www.voki.com

● Create your own avatar.
● Record -- or write! 
● Stored for 14 days without login

Voki

https://online-voice-recorder.com/
http://www.voki.com


Engagement
● Optimize value & authenticity

Representation
● Alternatives for auditory information
● Clarify vocabulary and symbols
● Support decoding of text
● Activate background knowledge
● Highlight critical features & big ideas

Action & Expression
● Vary methods for responses



Pixabay & Unsplash
www.pixabay.com
www.unsplash.com

● Thousands of images
● Creative Commons
● Easy to search

http://www.pixabay.com
http://www.unsplash.com


Engagement
● Optimize choice and autonomy
● Optimize value and authenticity

Representation
● Alternatives for auditory/visual info
● Clarify vocabulary & symbols
● Highlight critical features & big ideas

Action & Expression
● Vary methods for responses
● Use multiple media for construction



Loom
www.loom.com

● Screen-recording tool
● Ability to highlight, edit…
● Limited to 5 minutes

https://prezi.com

● Create your own videos.
● Integrates with Unsplash!
● Automatic transcription.

Prezi

http://www.loom.com
https://prezi.com


Standardized assessment can be...



authentic 
assessment

Recruits student interest (Choice, autonomy)
Uses multiple tools for construction / composition

Encourages self-assessment and reflection



It’s not about the tools.

It’s not about the 

It’s about the...



UDL ensures ALL students can ACCESS challenging content.



https://view.genial.ly/60f4685d0973f60d728b87c2/interactive-content-universal-design-quiz
https://view.genial.ly/60f4685d0973f60d728b87c2/interactive-content-universal-design-quiz


For more 
information...

UDL CAST Site
● https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
● Guideline visuals
● Resources & articles

YouTube Channel
● https://www.youtube.com/user/UDLCAST
● Webinars, personal stories

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UDLCAST


● Audra Vanderland, M.S.
● audravanderland@me.com
● Twitter: @cascadesofbooks
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