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* When cops gvaluate a use-of-force incident, they

*When civilians evaluate a use-of-force incident, the
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New York Times “Room for Debate” — April 9, 2015: “Do Police Use Deadly Force Too Often?”
Police Shouldn’t Ask If a Shooting Is Justified, But If It’s
Avoidable
Seth Stoughton is a_professor at the University of South Carolina School of

Law, where he is affiliated with the Rule of Law Collaborative. He served as
a city police officer and state investigator. He is on Twitter. :

Too many officers see themselves as warriors, vigilant against
enemles, not guardians, protecting the community.

UF’DATEb APRIL 9, 201 5, 2:06 PM

ntion, the difference in the conﬂicti'ng attitudes that

Every time a police shooting gets national atte
use of force is glaring. That conflict drives much of the

civilians and law enforcement have toward the
tension between police agencies and the communities they serve.

ask whether it wa focusing on the legal

rule set by the Supreme Court in the 1989 case@iaham v. Connor) The Court held that officers may

use force so long as it is “objectively reasonable.” To determine whether a particular action was
t view the situation through the deferential lens of

objectively reasonable, the Court held, judges mus
“é’ officer on the scene.” .
N e s il b AR wangte, o Kl aryo 7
y ask whether it was They want to know

whether the officer could have done something—anything—else,

mber puts the difference between “justified” and
“avoidable” in stark contrast. Officers responding to call that there was a “man with a gun”in a park
drove to within about ten feet of their suspect. One officer jumped out of the car and, within two
seconds, fatally shot the 12-year-old.bably, if one narrowly considers the officers
proximity to an apparently armed mammmost certainly, when one acknowledges
that the officers could have—and should have—parked at a safe distance and approached cautiously

by using cover, concealment, and communication. Jyjz A" /;47,‘»4{, f Pty wer 7 ﬂffw
zbrany Jn{/ e, //
m

with serving and protecting their co unities, persist in asking

whether a use of force wa justified rather than necessary?A put a great deal of blame on the
expansfvg «warrior mindset” That ias pecome 50 Tig v esteemed in the law enforcement community.

To protect themselves, to even survive, officers are taught to be ever-v}gi!ant. Enemies abound, and
the job of the Warrior is to fight and vanquish those enemies. =W PLETS
apret
i ' olice. Our officers should be, must be vardians,not warriors. The
goal of the Guardian isn't to defeat an enemy, it is to{protect the community Jo the extent possible,

including the community member that is resisting the officers attempt to arrest them. For the
guardian, the use of avoidable violence is a failure, even if it satisfies the legal standard.

The tragic shooting of Tamir Rice last Nove

Why do most officers, charged

ndous amount of trust and responsibility into our police officers. Policing is a

Society invests a treme
f the potential for violence that cannot be predicted or, in many cases

difficult job, not least because o
prevented.

But in the long run, it would be safer for everyone if officers saw their role as guarding the community |

‘not defeating enemies.
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New York Times "Room for Debate” — April 9, 2015: “Do Police Use Deadly Force Too Often?”
No Way to Tell Without a National Database

qg\ \\ _ Kgmi Chavis Simmons, a former federal prosecufor, is a professor.and
@di@ ' director of the_criminal justice program at Wake Forest University School of
§ Law.

i The F.B.I. tracks justifiable homicides by police, but it only
includes self-reported data from 750 agencies.

UPDATED APRIL 9, 2015, 2:08 PM

The police shooting of Waiter Scott in North Charleston, S.C. seems to many to be the latest
occurrence in a disturbing pattern of police officers using deadly force against unarmed African
- Americans.

Are officers more likely to employ deadly force than ever before? Or is it the national focus that is
new? Have the widespread use of camera phones and social media made it difficult for officials to
ignore issues that have persisted in many communities for years? A central question, of course, has

- been whether implicit (or explici(bias explains why officers use greater force in some circumstances) :

It is impossible to determine the scope of the problem without a comprehensive national database of
the number of people killed by police officers. Although some groups do track when police use serious
force, a federal database would help policy makers identify not only dangerous trends and determine

whelhe(po!ice use force disproportionately against minorities) but best practices, and thus ultimately
develop policies that prevent more deaths.

While the Department of Justice collects some data on officer-involved shootings, it does not require
agencies to all report to a central database. Instead,

the nation's 17,000-plus local law enforcement ag P
the F.B.1L. trackomicides by police, but it only includes self-reported data from 750
agencies. Indeed Wrmethe F.B.1. generally estimates arounc@:leaths annually, independent
researchers claim the number is closer to ? -—71-1__/

in December 2014, the President signed the[Death in Custody Reporting Ac_tla law requiring states
and local law-enforcement agencies that receive federal money to make quarterly reports about the

death of any person who is detained, arrested or incarcerated.

s
1178/ :
yace!/ Md

o

This law represented a remarkable step toward greater transparency in officer-involved fatalities, buta
truly accurate database should require local police departments to report not only the deaths that
occur, but any serious uses of force. More complete information regarding the circumstances under
which an officer is involved in a fatality or non-fatal injury would be a valuable tool to discerning
patterns of conduct, identifying areas for training or needed changes in departmental policy and

increasing accountability.
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New York Times *Room for Debate" - April 9, 2015: “Do Police Use Deadly Force Too Often?”
Police Use of Deadly Force Is Rare, Scrutiny Has Risen

i A Jim‘G!ennon, a retired third-generation law enforcement officer, is the gwner of
. Calibre Press and the Street Survival Seminar for police training.

YouTube-inspired outrage only exacerbates the difficult task of
balancing personal safety and public protection for cops who care.

UPDATED APRIL 9, 2015, 2:07 PM

i . iz .
; ft ls_ haa:d to find any justification for the shooting of Walter Scott, especially when the video the worch VAL 2L S A
is wlewmg{s}tows the officer dropping his Taser next ta Scott after radioing: “Shots fired and the LnAnen?y (f//’ 4
o m . subject is down. He took my Taser.” There is no quarrel with the outrage over what this officer did. JSerr 74 e
W Her
jhf 1(1’ brt But it is(not an indication of widespread issueSwith how the almost 800,000 law enforcement officers A7 fac’ 7%
b ?U }" throughout the United States use force. dffd’/k/- 7 ////}f 42'{// SO /;547,2;7)'2’ ey oover 170 ol

LT,
’Eﬁbwﬂpf becaert o Crurds widre oFf a ////ﬁ”[_ W/ﬂy - //;ﬂ
P C} sl b f‘} #And the stats more than bear that out. Statistically, officer use of force has been low for many years.
Pt ! We don i asar RdRauelsly stough — or somelimes gven i gt ways — butweffareluse A
P$ ¢ !" ”’ force. The F.B.I. looks at use of force from many perspectives and the slatistics are available to prove N\ thdl,)‘fi ’
bdf t{.’ that in the majority of the cases where force would be an option, officers now avoid it But as Mark /",f J-/”;w‘ Vg
V Twain said, "There are three kinds of lies — lies, damned lies, and[statistics]" F B.I. stats won't sway d‘/&ffﬁ‘f or
the naysayers, but officer use of force is definitely infrequent. ﬁ . ﬂ’;‘g “rr a ] o/ ntt it 7
ik’ | Leied Y el Gack B ool

LTI Fa reple? woips

MA/ #“# What is up however, is viewing videos of actual police incidents by the general public. These videos,
//!/é'[ after vears of watching Law & Order, NCIS and T.J. Hooker reruns, present quite a contrast to / Fond i
d 5 ¢ .
/),fﬁM,’ expectations and skewed paradigms. Reality often isn’'t as pretty or neat as Hollywood would imply. Lrensd 7 (4
Y 7 | ik
Vi M So cops become cartoons, not people. Too many, we are buffoons and thugs and racists, and anyone| y%7r /8
7"/"( V4 v j V/ can confirm thesith simple Google searches that create worlds that don't exist. “ f?‘dﬁ/ﬁé’f ¢ ar {
But living in the cop world for over 30 years has preved to me unequivocally that the vast majority of &/ /

A
7 c‘}/ those in law enforcement are honorable. Almost all of them got into this profession because they (27« + T
7 wanted to help people. They live in the world that everyane élse avoids — a world of mayhem, 5;/47!// W

4 2, tragedy, senseless violence and unspeakable uncaring by segments of the wider society. 0 R & s

& L ] gk
Y1 train cops for a living. In our training we show videos too — dozens and dozens of video depicting AZ;/ ‘fg/f ,
officers being murdered during routine encounters with “nonviolent” and “unarmed” subjects) Those 7 W
e’ =ame videos never seem to make national news or cause violent protests. e - _q_[/_g__{ ’
»” ;
¢ 6/ . :
.- ‘///Z The toughest part of this job is in the balance. Trying to balance safety while under the kind of stress

7@ jz / M/ most people will never experience is incredibly difficult, and it's not getting any easier. This

/0(/ ﬁ now-routine default of impugning law enforcement witlabels- “racist,” “jack-booted thug,”
SIE o and worse — is disingenuous Jdangerous, and cheap in this age of YouTube-inspired outrage.
& "7 4 I 7017,
ﬂfwﬂlﬂ/ ’A/ M » /
e
e bttt e ae of vooel P 4
T Aolvwier w Hhe dowanzdnty 2F
porct Flports # yeal LA,

Scanned by CamScanner



i

m/y//

P

Lro¥s

/a/:ﬂ” o
t fal | justification that h i

éyﬁf/ﬂ//g pretense of a legal justification tha ev:/as posin i fM/’i/ Sl WS i

o /e

- violence. The justifiably outraged reaction to

pid 7 Lo g, i pered

“Coming to Terms" with Opposing Perspectives
_ New York Times "Room for Debate” Text Set
NWP's College, Career, 8 Community Writers Program - Page 5

New . . .
York Times “Room for Debate” - April 9, 2015: “Do Police Use Deadly Force Too Often?”

V\{alter Scott’s Death Should End Public’s Denial of Police
Victimization of Blacks
: @cgﬁ?ﬁf‘ﬁ»’f/

Waltgr Katz, a former public defender, was : part of a task force that chalienged /,,,,;42&77 AaAL
conwcﬂouls in cases brought by cormupt Los Angeles police officers in the Ramparts ) ek //yﬂ
case. He is @ member of the National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law.
_Enforcement and has been part of the office of independent review, monitoring the ¢z fsF#¢r i/
Los Angeles Shenffs Department. He is on Twitter. - j 2 or S > 7
The shooting made clear that some copsS lie and think they can get away Aeerw? Sorel
with murder. And the victims are disparately black. Mﬁ/;/fﬁz{}/
T . o i as A
UPDATED APRIL 9, 2015, 2:07 PM ‘ : Lt reser?s

There is a phenomenon in the United States which most of the public is unwilling or unable to fully {5 ) L€
acknowledge. The killings by police of unarmed black men and boys is akin to climate change — for V/J/.z/fffi/

_many, seemingly no evidence will convince them that there is a relationship between race and police j/’(//W
the apparent murder of Walter Scott suggests that the /,VJ}'/( AL,

time to confront that denial and ask whether the reforms S Jan/
iterene’

denial may be finally wearing off. Now is the

that are typically called for are sufficient to combat an obvious disparate impact on black Americans. e

sz

Fbr years black Americans and their allies have been say’in'g that officers are killing blacks with ,(

Ll e _ —1(@ Shersy,

he common reaction is to dissect each fatal encounter and explain what the deceased did M ot
\ :7 ol T

to justify being killed. This allowed the maijority of the public to disengage from the conversation and 2V
hooting of Walter Scott tore off was any aArt 7 7

write off each death as the deceased's fault. jWhat the s
an imminent threat to officer Michael T. Slager. #J,g I
/2//; o, 1Y

%é/&
What is still missing is anyjevidenc of racial motivation. The circumstantial evidence, though, is
eath seems to ggeur when the civilian is black or brown be iton a 24

\ strong because each questionable %W}WVVV\I:WWJ
« corner of a suburban Walmart, a par inCleveland or a field in V44

“innladdressed racial bias | /wﬂ/J/ o/ g / |

wher? egPr New York City sidewalk, the bac
a7 W//@Z;/(/South Carolina. The recent{President’s Task on 21
and recommended better collection of demographic data of police encounters and the racial /ﬂ“f art 7‘)( ¢
e

J/MM%

WLk
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whtre #

G4

artments and adoption and of policies prohibiting ragial prafiling. Those % //M
be expanded upon and irgi_lemented. pred? Lant A A o eo7? PS4 j,//;;w
o

recommendationi:zv?’e to /; ﬂ/
QIR MM&/’/&'/ ‘/55,## ; | v
f force must be eliminated. Lawmakers ‘”/ /7 /../JV‘

irst and foremost, the dearth of data surrounding lethal use 0

composition of police dep

ﬁ/f s 4 J’ﬁ/ have to force police departments to adopt a culture of transparency where a range of data including . V.22
/yw/)’f’ﬁ?’-

W the use of force, traffic stops and complaints are made public.
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A
M/:’fﬁ
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L ' Second. de-escalation tactics must always p

D
recede the use of force. The current legal justification for
broad. As long as officer can demonstrate that he feared
able, he is not subject to any discipline for the use of

using both lethal and non-lethal force is very
an imminent threat of harm and it appears reason

force. -

plicit bias through training may not be enoug[sj What the Department of Justice

Third,faddressing im
investigation of Ferguson. Mo. clearly showed is that the bias can be very explicit. Departments have

to adopt zero tolerance for racial bias and dishonesty and remove any officers from their forces when

racial motivations or lying is uncovered. @
’ T iy oot
S o wmbing (DERETIVE.
[we @VM/Z(A{?
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[Katz, cont.] G
Finally, investigations of deadly force incidents must be far more robust. Jn far too many troubling
shootings, investigators are not willing to ask the officers the tough questions they would ask in any
other homicide that did not involve cops but instead let them off the hook with softball questions.

There are no easy answers but the killing of Walter Scott demonstrates once and for all that some
cops lie and murder and think they can get away with it. As long as the public was in denial that
approach worked, now the burden is on all of us, police departments and their political leadership to
say “enough is enough.” '
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10/256/2017 Why is convicting officers so rare? - CBS News

By MIREYA VILLARREAL CBS NEWS June 26, 2017, 6:40 PM

Why is convicting officers so
rare?

4 Comment Share Tweet Stumble Email
‘ iy At dare fecn alo’ o ' publisry

NEW YORK -- From Cincinnati to Milwaukee to Minnesota( three trials in seven dg@a]l ended
v 0#0ees

with juries not convicting police officers charged with fatally shootin (black men, 4777 f* o
e /’ZW»?J'/' /1194,/7 s AU
Wfﬁ-/lu’dﬂf/

That has led some to ask why convicting officers is so rare.

"They're not easy cases," said Bowling
Green State University Professor Philip
Stinson, who has been researching that

very question.

His data shows police fatally shoot more 29 -
than 900 people every year. Since 2005,
officers have been charged, but onl@

have been convicted, .{QBY}UM oy
//zf//#/ot”" T

"Jurors are seemingly very[reluctantfto % ot

<econd-guessithe split-second, life-or- ‘/Wfé 7, o~y

7 - .
Play VIDEOY é ﬂ';f‘;# /5,/, A ﬂgy, 4; /%37 Y ot death decision of on-duty police officers in z53/ 5z
S ' d mistrial declared in case of officer ‘44t potentially violent street encounters,, 4/ Z
who killed unammed blackman  #~ % o#¢ Stinson said. M%,;/Vj, {1 70¢ gt
LI - v/ "//J Maﬁ % acs aecor W
More importantly, Stinson sdys, the law is
based on afi989 U.S. Supreme Court) , ,
ar 4:77?/)7/:/ 77 SIS
arrelt

on the officer's side the moment they enter the courtroom,

ruling that dictates how juries should deliberate.

Jury instructions state that officers can use

deadly force if they believe there's an
imminent threat to themselves or others.
And use of force "must be judged from the

perspective of aofﬁcer on the
scene” and not with "20/20 ... hindsight.”

Though some officers lose their jobs, the
objective is to avoid the court cases
altogether.

Ron Hosko, president of the Law
Enforcement Legal Defense Fund and a

https:llwww.cbsnews.com.’newsMhy4s-it—so-ha rd-to-convict-police-officers-the-law-is-on-their-side/ 1
12
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10/25/2017 Why is convicting officers so rare? - CBS News

o

Play VIDEO former FBI assistant director, says better

MN cop found not guilty in shooting deathof de-escalation training is needed.
Philando Castile e
: : . : : "Not every occasion in America do we need
an aggressive bulldog, or certainly a pit
bull. We don't need police officers barking at the end of their chain and snapping and snarling at
citizens," Hosko said.

At least 20 police officers are waiting to stand trial across the country in use-of-force cases.
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1. Introduction: How does the first paragraph introduce both the paper's topic
and the writer's approach or general conclusion? Is the first sentence

attention-getting and relevant to the topic? pe,,s Jopic Gn 3
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3. Structure: Can you identify the organization of the paper from the main idea of
each paragraph? What are the main concepts explored in the paper? Does
each paragraph make a relevant point that is distinct from what has already

been covered? What are the main conclusions?
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4. Clarity/Style: Did you find distracting grammar, punctuation, spelling, or word
usage problems? Circle them and identify any patterns or themes you detect.
Is the tone of the essay formal? If you find awkward sentences, try to explain
why they don't make sense to you. o s yveed iny Gromoney, Jushk wnne

ermrS, thes yper N6 vess e ent P author L2 q

gred- wh. Gwd senrtere §frusare,

5. Resources: Does the author clearly identify hisfher sources? Is proper in-text

and reference format used?
Yes, the avho’ used clew iendbreehen ok He SoureeS.

T Son'}y Sce Oy 580D oibn He Cikedon,

6. What isfare the paper’s greatest strength(s)? Explain.
e introdvc)en el
e sreptes) Shern wond be 7
-ﬂ‘{' P\W" 5“)‘ /9 T bev r&%ﬁf/h

o Mu 8 agrest yb de Jure 0
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