	Some of the publicly available information about data breaches includes the number of data breaches that have been reported, the number of people impacted, where breaches were reported, how they occurred, and what industries they occurred in. Although this information is clearly limited by what information is actually reported, it can still be very helpful for researchers to understand how breaches were able to occur and potential ways to stop this, at least in the regions and industries where more reports have been done. One way this can be done is by studying the ways breaches have occurred the most (such as insider threats, unintended disclosure, hacking, or physically). For example, if physical threats are occurring, more focus needs to be put into protecting resources physically and preventing unauthorized access. If unintended disclosure and human error are causing breaches, more training and policies need to be made for employees to prevent this. The most breached industries should also be studied, since, for example, if financial services were being breached the most, some solutions could include stricter policies being made and enforced regarding how financial information is stored and protected, as well as studying different methods to protect this, such as stronger encryption or more limited access to financial information. Understanding ways these issues can be prevented and how policies and technology are interacting with them can also help researchers predict future trends. If one industry is experiencing a lot of growth, but not having many policies or research done surrounding security within that industry, for example, then it is much more likely to experience breaches. 
