The items from this list I thought were most serious were sharing passwords, addresses, or photos of others, bullying and trolling, faking an identity, collecting information about children, and illegal searches on the internet. Sharing information about others without their consent, especially sensitive information like addresses, is referred to as doxxing. Sharing this information to the public can allow people to be targeted and even harmed physically, as well as be a violation of their privacy. Bullying and trolling can cause significant mental distress to the target, and even cause lifelong impacts like anxiety and depression in severe instances. Faking an identity, when the purpose is to defraud a target, which is when it would be illegal, exploits people typically by collecting money under false circumstances. Collecting information about people younger than 13 can allow children to be exploited by being shown targeted ads or tracked when they are unable to consent or make decisions. Illegal searches on the internet, when searching for very harmful content, such as content exploiting children, is incredibly damaging because it not only violates the privacy and safety of the children, in this example, but also supports this content and potentially benefits those involved. The other items on this list, such as piracy, while damaging towards a company’s profits, typically do not have as extreme of an impact on an actual individual. Many of the more severe items on the list can cause lifelong impacts to those affected, whether physically or mentally.
